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[The Speaker in the chair]

1:30 p.m.

head: Prayers

The Speaker: Good afternoon. Hon. members, would you please
remain standing after the prayer for the singing of our national
anthem.

Let uspray. Our Father, we confidently ask for Y our grength and
encouragement in our service of Y ou through our service of others.
Weask for Y our gift of wisdom to guide usin making good laws and
good decisions for the present and the future of Alberta. Amen.

Now, would you please join in the singing of our national anthem.
WEe'll beled today by Mr. Paul Lorieau, and would you please feel
free to participate in the language of your choice.

Hon. Members:
O Canada, our home and native land!
Truepatrict love in all thy sons command.
With glowing hearts we see theerise,
The True North strong and free!
From far and wide, O Canada,
We stand on guard for thee.
God keep our land glorious and free!
O Canada, we stand on guard for thee.
O Canada, we stand on guard for thee.

The Speaker: Please be seated.

head:
The Speaker: The hon. Minister of Municipal Affairs.

Introduction of Visitors

Mr. Boutilier: Well, thank you very much, Mr. Spegker. It's my
pleasure today to introduce two guests sitting in the Speaker’s
galery today. His Worship Mayor Dave Bronconnier is here
representing Alberta’ s largest city, the city of Calgary. 1'd like to
introduce him aswell as his chief of staff, Marc Henry. I'd liketo
invite both to rise and receive the warm wel come of the Assembly.

head:

Mrs. McClellan: This morning | had the opportunity, with my
colleaguefrom Olds-Didsbury-ThreeHills, to atend the investiture
of lifesaving honours. It ismy honour and pleasure to introduce to
you and through you to members of the Assembly two young men
who received that honour along with a friend of theirs who was
unable to be with us in the Legislature. They were honoured for
saving afriend of theirs from icy water, actually at the seventh hole
of the Drumheller golf course. | told the young men that we al ways
thought the back nine was the dangerous part. These young men
joined anumber of otherstoday in being honoured for extraordinary
efforts to save a life. | will firgt introduce the two young men and
their guests in your gdlery. We have Kyle Kohut and Jeff Potter.
These are the young men, with their friend Ben Kirby, who saved
this young man’slife. They're accompanied by John Kohut, Blair
Potter, and Jarred Potter in your gallery, Mr. Speaker. With your
permisson —the balance of their guestsare in themembers’ gdlery
—in the interests of time | would ask them to gand as well: Sandra
Kohut, Liz Potter, Carli Samuel, Brittney James, Karly Kohut, and
Jennifer Potter. Would you please give our guests a very warm
welcome.

Introduction of Guests

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Olds-Didsbury-Three Hills.

Mr. Marz: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I’'m very proud today to
introduce to you and through you to members of the Assembly five
constituentsfrom Olds-Didsbury-ThreeHills. I'dlikethem to gand
as| call their names. First, Bev Oliver from Three Hills. Shewasat
the same awards this morning that the Deputy Premier spoke of,
where she recdved her bar to the service medal for eight years of
volunteer service. We have Bob and Anna Thompson. Bob is a
member of the David Thompson health authority from the Trochu
area. They arevery proud to have with them their daughter Deanna,
who also received an award thismorning, the M. G. Griffiths plaque,
which is the highest bravery award presented by the Roya Life
Saving Society, for Deanna swork inBali duringtheterrorist attacks
on October 12 of | ast year, where she narrowly escaped the bombing
but reacted very quickly in helping to save lives and treat many of
theinjured. They are all seated inyour gdlery accompanied by my
lovely wife, Janis, and | would ask them all to stand and receive the
very warm wel come of this Assembly.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Redwater.

Mr. Broda: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. On your behaf it's my
pleasure to rise today to introduce to you and through you to the
members of this Assembly 81 special gueds, 67 students and 14
adults: teachersMr. McDonald, Mrs. Chapotelle, parent helpersMrs.
Redl, Mrs. Ducharme, Miss Hill, Mrs. Gatzki, Mr. Stott, Mrs.
Wahlund, Mrs. Rempel, Mrs. de Bruijn, Mrs. Steckly, Mrs. Miller,
Mrs. Dubrdle, and Mrs. O’ Brien. They're seaed, | believe, in both
gdleries, and I'd ask them to please rise and receive the warm
welcome of this Assembly.

The Speaker: The hon. Miniger of Economic Devel opment.

Mr. Norris: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. It does give me a
great deal of pleasure to rise on this glorious Alberta day and
introduce to you and through you some few individuals from our
Economic Devel opment communications branch, ajob not without
itschallenges. They arevisiting the House today, and I’ d ask them
to rise as | call their names and be recognized: Chantal Beesley,
TrinaDool, Rebecca Gillham, Connie Hill, and my old high school
pal Ken Klatchuk. Would you please rise and receive the warm
welcome of the House today.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Edmonton-Centre.

Ms Blakeman: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. 1I'm very
pleased and honoured today to be ale to introduce to you and
through you to all members of the Assembly a very sharp group of
students who attend John A. McDougall school in my riding of
Edmonton-Centre. They' reseated inthepublicgallery. I'vedready
met with them. They're very aware of current issues like smoking
and VLTs. With themtoday are two instructors, Ms DhyanaRoche
and Miss Kym Beres, and | would ask them all to please rise and
accept the warm wel come of the Assembly.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Edmonton-Strathcona.

Dr. Pannu: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. 1’m delighted to
introduce to you and through you to dl members of thisHouse Mrs.
Hayward from Edmonton. She svery concerned about the financial
crisisthat our public school system faces today and has been facing
for some years. Mrs Hayward is a parent of five children and
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grandparent of 11. Mrs. Hayward's grandchildren attend five
different schools, and she's active with each of the schools. She's
atireless volunteer and passionate supporter of adequately funded
publicschools. Mrs. Haywardis seatedinthemembers gdlery, and
I will now request her to plesse rise and receive the warm wel come
of the Assembly.

1:40

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Edmonton-Riverview.

Dr. Taft: Thanks, Mr. Speaker. It'smy pleasureto introduce to you
aguest who' s seated in the members’ gallery. She' saconstituent of
mine, a mother of four, a passionae advocae of public education,
and a member of the Windsor Park school committee. | would ask
al members of the Assambly to give Melanie Shagpiro a wam
welcome. If you would stand, please, Melanie.

Thank you very much.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Edmonton-Highlands.

Mr. Mason: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. I'm pleased to
introduce to you and through you to this Assembly one of the very
active peopleinthe New Democratic Party. EricaBullwinkleisthe
first vice-president of the AlbertaNew Democrats. She took part on
Saturday, along with 18,000 other people, in therally that ended at
thisLegidature, and she’ sherethis afternoonto listen to the parties
positions on the current situation in the Middle East. | would ask
EricaBullwinkleto pleaserise and receive the warm welcome of the
Assembly.

head: Ministerial Statements

The Speaker: The hon. the Premier.

War in Iraq

Mr. Klein: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Today | rise to comment on
the strong friendship that Alberta haswith Canada’s closest ally and
neighbour, the United States. AsAmerican troopsput their liveson
the line across the world to defend very fundamental principles that
Albertans share with the United States, | believe that it isimportant
that our friendsin the U.S. hear voices of friendship and support
from aroad. Equally important is a message of support for troops
fromBritain and Australia, our friendsin the Commonwedlth. They,
too, are at the front lines of this conflict, and our prayers are with
them.

Mr. Speaker, Albertans have strong ties with the United States.
These ties extend far beyond economic interests. The ties between
Albertaand the U.S. are rooted in much common history, atradition
of interchange of ideas, and shared values. Today, as conflict rages
in Irag, the thoughts of Albertans, including me and everyonein the
government caucus, are not on economic issues Our thoughtsare
with the troops, their families, and the American people, who are
risking so much in order to uphold what so many believe in.

Our thoughtsare al o with thepeople of Irag, apeoplewithalong
and honourable history of contributionsto civilization, the arts, and
human progress. We pray that peace will come quickly to ther
nation and that theresult of this conflict will be lasting freedomand
prosperity for them.

Certainly, Mr. Speaker, war isahorriblething. Televisionimages
that Albertans and people around the world have seen over the last
few days are powerful, sobering reminders of the ugliness that is
war. These imagesand the very idea of war are stirring passonate
emotions among Albertans and people across the globe. There are

profound differences of opinion among people as to whether this
conflict is necessary or justified, and | respect and I’m sure al
membersof thisLegid ature respect the views of those who disagree
with that conflict. | know tha people who oppose this war speak
honestly and from the heart.

For me our friendship with the United States means that we must
send a message of support and support for other partners of the
coalition. This does not mean that | advocate the use of Canadian
troops in the conflict. | don't even know if Canadian troops have
been requested. There are Canadian military personnel intheregion,
and our thoughtstoday arefor their safety and thewell-be ng of their
families. In regard to the Iraq conflict the deployment of the
Canadian military isamatter strictly for the federal government, and
I will respect their decisions on the issue.

My message, Mr. Speaker, isone of friendship. It isamessage of
support for our neighboursand friendsin the United States. Itisthe
hope that the conflict will end as soon as possible and that coalition
troopswill return hometo the arms of their families safely and soon.
It's the wish that the values all free peoples share, values such as
freedom of expression, of belief, of opportunity, will echo in Irag
and indeed across the world as theresult of this conflict.

Thank you.

Dr. Nicol: Welivein adangerous and confusing time, Mr. Speaker.
With the events of September 11 our world has fundamentally
changed. We have entered a new era with new chalenges, chal-
lengeswhich arisefromactions of individual leaderslike Osamabin
Laden and Saddam Hussein. How we respond to those challenges
will determine what sort of world we leaveto our children.

Wheat this new world needs, Mr. Speaker, is leadership, but that
leadership must come through the United Nations, not from one
nation acting done. We recognize that the United States is our
friend and ally. Many people say you should gick by your friends
duringthisdifficult time. That istrue. Throughthewar onterrorism
we have stuck by our friends.

The Official Opposition believes that leadership in the new age
must be found in the rule of law. At the international leve the
United Nations is the organizaion that the world has chosen to
embody and apply that rule of law. If we espouse our love for
freedom and democracy, then we must respect the fundamental
principles on which democracy is based. Provincia and federa
politiciansin Canada know the importance of therule of law. We
practise it every day. Canadaisgoverned by the Constitution, that
sets out the powers of the federal and provincial governments. Just
as it would be wrong for the federal government to intrude into
matters of provincial jurisdiction, so too it iswrong for the provin-
cia government to intrude into maters of federd jurisdiction.
Provincial leadersshould addresstheir concerns of federal jurisdic-
tion to the government of Canada, not to representatives of foreign
governments.

Mr. Speaker, the democraciesof theworld are expected to provide
|eadership and guidance to a postwar Irag. How can weprovidethat
guidance if we don't respect the rule of law at home or abroad?

In closing, Mr. Speaker, the Official Oppodtion sends ther
thoughts and prayersto the men and women serving with theU.S.,
British, and Australian forces, to their families, to the familiesof the
people of Iraq who suffer fromthis action, and to our own men and
women in the Canadian amed forces, who continue the fight on
terrorism.

When we speak of friendship, we should not forget theimportant
ties that many Muslim communities in Alberta and Canada feel to
the peopleof Irag. War will bring agreat deal of suffering and strife
tothat troubled region. It isimportant that Canada be there through
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the United Nationsto hel p with the reconstruction of I ragi communi-
ties. This action would be consistent with Canada' s long-term
commitment to peacekeeping and peace building through the United
Nations.

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

Mr. Mason: Mr. Speaker, | would request unanimous consent from
the Assembly so that the leader of the New Democrat opposition can
reply to the Premier’ s statement.

[Unanimous consent granted)]
The Speaker: The hon. leader of the third party.

Dr. Pannu: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. | thank the House
and you for this opportunity for me to make a statement on thisvery
important issue of historic importanceto all of us. |I'm pleased that
the Premier has chosen to retreat from some of his more inflamma-
tory statements last week in support of the war against Irag and his
statements opposing the federal government’s decision to not
participate in what is an illegal and unnecessary war.

Last Saturday tens of thousandsof Albertans marched peacefully
against the decison of the Bush and Blair adminigrations to launch
this war of invasion and occupation. This included 18,000
Edmontoniansinthelargest-ever rally inthe history of thisprovince.
These Albertans marched in solidarity with millions of U.S. and
British citizens who disagree with their governments on this war.
These citizens realize that this war of aggression violates the UN
charter and will only makethe world less secure and less stable.

My New Democrat colleagueand |, Mr. Speaker, maintanthat the
Premier should not have sent a letter to the U.S. ambassador
purporting to speak on behalf of Albertansin expressing support for
the Bush administration’ sdecision to launch the Irag war. Thiswas
clearly inappropriatefor aprovincial Premier, who isnormally very
sensitive about federal intrusions into Alberta’s juridiction. |
therefore urge the Premier to send a follow-up letter to the U.S.
ambassador clarifying tha he respects the decision and the jurisdic-
tion of the Canadian government to not participatein thewar against
Irag.

Like the Premier I, too, wish for aspeedy end to this conflict, but
surely the best way for thisto happenisfor theU.S. government and
itsalliesto stop thewar and withdraw from theterritory of Iraq. An
immaediate end to this unjust, unnecessary, and unacceptablewar of
aggression isimperative, Mr. Speaker.

Thank you very much.

head: 1:50 Oral Question Period

Time Allocation

Dr. Nicol: Mr. Speaker, democratic government means that the
people send members of al parties to the Legislaure to debate
matters of great public importance. Here in Alberta, however, this
freedomisthreatened by agovernment limiting debate on three bills
affecting many citizensand arrogantly dismissing anyone who dares
to oppose them. My question to the Premier: wha's your govern-
ment policy on when time dlotment should be used?

Mr. Klein: Time allotment should be used, Mr. Speaker, when we
have clear indication from the Liberal opposition that they' re going
tofilibuster and hold up the business of the people of this province.
Relative to one bill —I’'m not sure which one it was; | think it was
Bill 3 —1 think they’ve aready had seven hours of debate. Now,
there are only seven of them. You know, that’s an average of one

hour each. | can’timaginewhat they can possibly say in seven times
one hour that hasn't been said before.

His Worship, the mayor of the dity of Calgary, isin the gallery
today. | don’t know if the rules have changed, but | recall that at city
hall debatewaslimited to fiveminutesper person. Youknow, if you
can't say what you need to say in five minutes, then there’ s no use
sayingitat al. They've had seven hours a ready.

Dr. Nicol: To the Premier: how can you shut off the debate when
you haven't yet heard or seen all the amendments we' re proposing
on those bills?

Mr. Klein: Mr. Speaker, they had lots of time to bring their
amendments. You know, some amendments are rationd, but
amendments are simply another tool of filibuster. Nuisance and
frivolous amendments are another rule of filibuster so they can talk
again another seven hours on each and every amendment. When
they keep bringing amendments forward and opportunity to speak
and speak and speak again, tha to meis afilibuster.

Dr. Nicol: To the Premier: if Bill 27 was s time snsitive, why
wasn’t that bill on health labour rdations introduced at the gart of
the sesson instead of later?

Mr. Klein: Mr. Speaker, there is an Order Paper, and the Liberal
opposition is privy to the Order Paper each and every day. Wetry
to bring these hills forward as quickly as we can, but there is a
process. There is aprocess in terms of getting a bill ready. Now,
there are 47, | believe, pieces of legislation on this spring’s Order
Paper. Each of those pieces of legidation, sincethey are government
bills and private members bills — there are, well, 47 government
bills, and | don’t know how many private members bills, many,
many. But hereisthe process —and they will never know what the
process is becausethey’ll never bein government . . .

Mr. MacDonald: Don’t be too arrogant.

Mr. Klein: No, I’'m not being arrogant. Lookit; you went down
from 32 to 17, and now you’ re down to seven. Next time around
you'll be down to none.

Mr. Mason: We' ve got nowhere to go but up, Ralph, so watch out
for us.

Mr. Klein: Just wait and see.

Education Funding

Dr. Nicol: When it comesto funding for education, thisgovernment
has broken more promises than it has kept. According to the
Minister of Learning’ s pressrelease of April 25, 2001, in addition to
funding for teachers salaries, school boards were promised in-
creased funding for local priorities such as enhanced literacy, class
sizes, andincressing costsinnoninstructiond areassuch astranspor-
tation and operationsand maintenance. The school boardsdedicated
the grant increase of 3 and ahalf percent to the classoom, following
exactlytheminister’ sdirections. Tothe Minister of Learning: given
that school boards spent this money on the classroom, as directed,
where does the minister think the school boardswill get the money
for the teachers' salaries?

The Speaker: The hon. minister.
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Dr. Oberg: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. | do not have the
press release from two years ago in front of me, but | do believeit
says that after consultation with the ATA and with school boards
therewould be money available potentially for the classroom. [ will
attempt to get a copy of the actual press release and be able to read
it and elucidate the Assembly as to what it actually said.

Dr. Nicol: Again to the Minister of Learning: is the minister
accusing the school boards of not being open about their finances
when they say tha there’s no money left to fund the arbitrated
settlement with teachers?

Dr. Oberg: Mr. Speaker, | think thehon. Leader of the Opposition
isreferring to what we have done in Edmonton, and | think he will
be pleasantly or unpleasantly surprised when the audit comes back.
We have some schools, for example, that are showing utilization
rates of anywhere from 24 to 25 percent. We'vegot to take avery
serious |ook at some of these things. We have school programsin
schools that have 35 students in them. Even in rural Alberta that
program would not have continued.

Mr. Speaker, | would just ask that the hon. Leader of the Opposi-
tion wait until we have the audit. I'm hoping that the audit will be
in by the end of next week. My people are now telling me that the
actual audit itsdf will be approximately 200 pages, so | don’t know
if wewill haveit by the end of thisweek.

Dr. Nicol: Again to the Minister of Learning: will the minister
prevent the teacher layoffs and cutbacks planned in schools across
Albertaand finally fund the arbitrated salary agreement?

Dr. Oberg: Mr. Speaker, therearetwo partsto tha questionthat I’ d
like to respond to. First of all, the part about funding the actual
settlement: there was $298 million given for a settlement of $260
million, and I’ ve said that numeroustimesin this Assembly.

There is one other point that | hope the hon. Leader of the
Opposition will find interesting, and that is that there have been,
apparently, layoff notices, or there have been teachersthat have been
singled out to belaid off in Edmonton. A very interesting fact isthat
Edmonton public does not know how many teachers will beretiring
until the end of May, so it seems alittle bit premature to be putting
in layoff notices when they don’t know — they don’t know — what
number will be retiring due to &trition.

The Speaker: Third Official Opposition main question. The hon.
Member for Edmonton-Gold Bar.

Energy Deregulation

Mr. MacDonald: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Energy deregulationis
the most spectacular policy failure of this Progressive Conservative
government. Businessownersareso upset. They say: “ Thebillsare
so big; | don’'t like to open them up until they’re due. Why stress
myself out?” My first question is to the Premier. Given that an
owner of a furniture store had an electricity bill of $7,000 in 2001,
$12,500 in 2002, and if the current prices continue will have a
$24,000 hill at theend of thisyear, how can the Premier continueto
claimthat energy deregulation hasreduced the cost of electricity for
this and other small business owners across this province?

Mr. Klein: Mr. Speaker, | noted tha the hon. member used “if,” but
hedoesn’t mention if prices go down what will happen. If pricesgo
down, then, you know what? They will go onto another issue. You
just watch and see.  You see, they watch the politicd winds, and

whatever way the political windsblow, thenthey makealot of noise,
but as soon asthe situation quiets down — so if the price goes down,
so will therhetoric.

So | say to that business owner: you look at things overall. You
look at avery low taxation regime. You look at a government that
playsfair, that getsout of the way of business to et them conduct
business. You look at the very, very high productivity rate that we
have inthisprovince. You look at numerous other thingsthat make
up the Alberta advantage — no payroll tax, no sales tax, very low
corporatetax, no capital tax, all of these thingsthat Liberal and ND
socialist governments have in other jurisdictions— and then you sort
of figureout, which they haven’t been ableto do yet, why thousands
of businesses are moving to this province.

2:00

Mr. MacDonald: It's been amistake, and you know it.

Again to the Premier: given that in 2003 the year-to-date whole-
sale price for electricity is 8.9 cents akilowat — and that is 3 cents
a kilowatt higher than it was last year — when can small business
ownersin Edmonton expect thismythical price of yourstocomeinto
effect? When are prices going to go down ingead of up?

Mr. Klein: Mr. Speaker, priceswill go down when the price of gas
comesdown, when thecost of generating el ectricity comesdown, as
more competition comes ongream. It will come down. | would
remind the hon. member that it was the business community that
supported strongly the notion of deregulation. Absolutely. Whenit
was first introduced in 1995, we had strong support from the
chambers of commercein this province and from the private sector
generaly. You know, it's so typical of the Liberalsto focus onthe
negative impacts of anything, because that’s where their minds are.
Their minds are in a negative mode.

To speak aout the positives in this province, I'll call on the
Minister of Economic Development.

The Speaker: The hon. minister.

Mr. Norris: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. As the Premier
indicated, there are alot of factsthat | would like to put on the table
because the fiction that seems to emanate over there is confusing,
muddying the water.

I would like to just point out as a smdl business owner why
peopleset upin Alberta It'sagreat placeto do business. InAlberta
unemployment in the last two years has risen to the highest, Mr.
Speaker, anywhere in Canada* The number of new jobs is the
highest of anywherein Canada. Thisshould very much interest the
hon. member opposite. [interjections] Hey, hey, hey, fellows. The
largestincrease. . .

The Speaker: That’smy job to say hey, hey, hey.
Hon. Member for Edmonton-Gold Bar, your last question.

Mr. MacDonald: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Thisto theMinister of
Economic Development. How can thisminister state that entrepre-
neurs must accept more responsibility for high energy priceswhen
this Progressive Conservative government’s energy deregulation
policy isto blame?

Mr. Norris: Well, now I’'m back up, sir. I'll give you the bottom
line. Mr. Speaker, | would like to preface this because thisis very
important for everybody to understand, including the Liberals.
There are concerns in the small and medium and large business
communities. There's no doubt about that. We are not going to

*See p. 668, right col., para. 1
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deny that. But thebottom lineisthat all the economicindicatorsthat
everybody looks for in Canada are the best in Alberta

| want to talk about theone that thehon. member wasreferring to,
saying that businesses are in turmoil, that they’re having trouble.
The largest number of increasesin small businessin all of Canada,
Mr. Speaker, took place—guesswhere?—in Alberta. So| would ask
the hon. members opposite: instead of focusing on one piece of the
puzzle, which isan important one, why don’t you look at the whole
packagethat thisgovernment | think quitebrilliantly hasput together
that makes it the begt business environment in the country, no ifs,
ands, or buts about it?

The Speaker: Thehon. Member for Edmonton-Strathcona, followed
by the hon. Member for Edmonton-Rutherford.

Education Funding
(continued)

Dr. Pannu: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. For the last few months
school boards, parents, community groups have dl been trying to
warn this government that if funding for education doesn’t increase
beyond the planned 2 percent, massive service cutswill occur in our
schools.  Another example of how this government is letting
Edmonton down: Edmonton Tory MLAs are telling trusteesto not
expect anything beyond a2 percent increasefor the next budget year.
With inflation over 7 percent, an arbitrated teachers’ settlement of
14 percent, skyrocketing utility cods, and a hogt of other factors
driving up costs, this would represent a slap in the face of
Edmontonianswho believed that they weregetting aseat a thetable
whenthey voted Tory. My questionsaretothe Minister of Learning.
How can the minister defend a 2 percent increase for Edmonton
public when he knows this will mean ballooning class dzes in
Edmonton schools?

The Speaker: The hon. minister.

Dr. Oberg: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. | will not be
commenting on the budget, asthe budget isgoing to belaid downin
this Assembly on April 8. What | will do, though, is, if | can, read
a press release from budget 2001.

“1 look to the school boards and the Alberta Teachers Association

to ensure these significant resources are maximi zed — giving a fair

[settlement] to teachers and addressing classroom needs.”

The bottom lineis that the budget is on April 8, and | would ask

that the hon. member wait to ask questions on the budget until it's
actually tabled.

The Speaker: The hon. member.
Dr. Pannu: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Maybe the minister can tell
the House if he will be advocating in cabinet for afunding increase

of more than 2 percent for Edmonton schools.

Dr. Oberg: Mr. Speaker, one of the things that occurs in govern-
ment isathing cdled cabinet . . .

An Hon. Member: Secrecy.

Dr. Oberg: Well, basically, the things that are said in cabinet must
stay in cabinet, and that's something that the hon. member will
probably never see in Alberta. What is said in cabinet remains in

cabinet. What issaid in Treasury Board remansin Treasury Board.

The Speaker: The hon. member.

Dr. Pannu: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. To theminister again: can the
minister confirm that if in the last few days or weeks he or any
Edmonton MLA considered the question of firing the Edmonton
public school trusteesfor making public the deficit the board faces
and the effect that that would have on our schools?

Dr. Oberg: Mr. Speaker, | believe there are about two or three
questionsthere. Thefirst question, | do not respondtoinnuendo that
has been written in the newspaper. The second question is about a
potential deficit, and I’ ve said numeroustimesin this Assembly that
there will be an audit that will be done by, again, probably not the
end of this week because it is lengthier than we thought, but there
will be the deficit that will be looked at at thet timeif indeed there
is a defidit, and how that will be dealt with will be decided at that
time. So that is coming soon, and hopefully I'll be able to givethe
hon. member a better answer at that time.

The Speaker: Thehon. Member for Edmonton-Rutherford, followed
by the hon. Member for Edmonton-Riverview.

Municipal Infrastructure

Mr. McClelland: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. My question isto the
Minister of Municipd Affairs. Municipalities, particularly Alberta’ s
major cities, have persistent and increasing demands to provide
infrastructure and other services due to the enormous growth
pressures of our buoyant economy. My question: does the minister
recognize these probl ems, and what’ s bei ng done to address them?

The Speaker: The hon. minister.

Mr. Boutilier: Yes. Well, to follow up on some of the earlier
comments by the Minister of Economic Development, over the last
nineyears Albertahas been the fastest growing province in Canada,
and of course the 360 municipalities that fall under municipa
government arein fact growing each and every day and very rapidly.
In fact, just this morning His Worship the mayor of Calgary aswell
as the mayor of Edmonton as well as the president of the AUMA,
representing over 200 municipalities, aswell asthe president of the
AAMD and C for municipa districts and counties — we met with
them in partnership with devel opers, with the UDI group, the Urban
Development I nstitute, and many othersrelative to: how do wegrow
the pie? Asyou know, Mr. Speaker, when people cometo Alberta,
the fastest growing province in our country, they don’t bring their
municipal infrastructure with them. What we were doing today in
our workshop was looking at potential enabling legislaion, in
partnership with those devel opers, to grow the pie to ded with the
kindsof municipal infrastructure pressuresthat citiessuch asCalgary
and Edmonton are facing.

The Speaker: The hon. member.

Mr. McClelland: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. My final supplementary
question isto the same minister. Does the minister have aroad map
or ablueprint by which achievement to meet these endswill beand
can be measured?

The Speaker: The hon. minister.
2:10

Mr. Boutilier: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. |nmeasuring our progress,
I’dliketosay that our roles, responsibility, and resources committee,
the first of its kind in Canada — the Member for Calgary-Mountain
View, the Member for Edmonton-Rutherford, the Member for
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Whitecourt-Ste. Anne sit on that committee as wel as the Alberta
Economic Development Authority. What we' reendeavoring to do:
aswego forward in the rapidly growing economy that we' re facing,
we want to be able to measure that progress by working in partner-
ship with municipalities, and we're doing that. With today’ sthree-
hour workshop we had some very good feedback from home
builders, from the Urban Development Institute. What we want to
do before anything entersthisHouseisconsult with our gakehol ders
S0 we can measure to deal with the pressures that municipdities are
facing. | think we're doing that, and | think that in the short term
you' re going to see some very enabling legislaion coming forward
to hear the feedback that we heard this morning from those stake-
holders.

The Speaker: Thehon. Member for Edmonton-Riverview, followed
by the hon. Member for Edmonton-Calder.

Education Funding
(continued)

Dr. Taft: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. The Minister of Learning says
that parents should not use the proceeds of gambling to pay for the
basics of school education, yet in some schools in my constituency
budgets have fallen to the point where parent fund-raising from
casinos now exceeds the schools' total budgets for nonsalary
operating expenses. Parents resent having to work casinos to pay
for basics like computers, books, and supplies. To the Premier:
given that many parents like those at Windsor Park and virtudly
every school council I’ ve spoken with think it is wrong to use the
proceeds of gambling for school education, will he explain why his
governmentisnot fully funding thecurriculumthat Albertal earning
mandates?

Mr. Klein: Mr. Speaker, | think that the hon. Minister of Learning
has explained the policy time and time and time again, and why the
Liberal opposition fals to comprehend the answer is beyond me.
The answer is a simple one, but knowing the mentality of the
Liberas, | will have the hon. Minister of Learning explain it one
more time.

The Speaker: The hon. minister.

Dr. Oberg: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. The hon. member
rai sed specifically Windsor Park school. Windsor Park has gpproxi-
mately 179 students and a utilization of 82 percent. They employ
8.7 teachers. For another one that was raised in this Assembly,
McCauley school, the utilization is35 percent. It has approximately
210 students. 1I’ve taked about numerous other ones. The bottom
line on the question is that al the resources for the curriculum are
provided to Edmonton public.

| believe that approximately ayear ago certainly the superinten-
dent for Edmonton Catholic put out a statement that there would be
and that there was no fund-raising for the basic resources such as
textbooks, things like that. Mr. Speaker, the superintendent of
Edmonton public put out a mandate to his principa s for the same
thing. If the hon. member would give to me that these schools are
indeed fund-raisng for some of the necessities, | will certainly take
alook at it. With site-based decision-making it isup to the schools
how they spend those dollars. | would be morethan happy to look
into it if it is provided to me.

The Speaker: The hon. member.

Dr. Taft: Thanks, Mr. Speaker. Well, the minister refers to
Edmonton Catholic schools, so what does the minister say to
Catholicswho areforced to choose between breaking faithwith their
bishop who advises them not to work casinos for school funding or,
on the other hand, their schoolswho depend on casino revenues for
supplies and equipment?

Dr. Oberg: Mr. Speaker, | would strongly suggest themto keep the
faith. If they don’t want to work casinos, then they don’t need to
work casinos.

Dr. Taft: To the Premier: does government policy recognize any
moral issueswith usingthe proceeds of gambling tofund education?

Mr. Klein: Thequestion: doesthegovernment defend, | believe, any
moral issues. . .

Dr. Taft: No. I'll repeat it. Does government policy recognizeany
moral issueswith using theproceeds of gambling to fund educaion?

Mr. Klein: Mr. Speaker, the hon. Minigter of Learning has already
pointed out that adequate funding is avail able to providefor school
essentials. Fund-raising, whether it’ s through lotteriesor bingos or
other forms bake sdes and cookie sales and so on, is used to
purchase items such as field trips and band equipment and other
items that the school council feels to be extra to the vital and
essential needs of the schools. For years and years raffles and
variousformsof gambling havebeen recognized asalegitimateform
of method to raise money for these extras.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Edmonton-Calder, followed by
the hon. Member for Edmonton-Glengarry.

Constitutional Reform

Mr. Rathgeber: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. The Kyoto protocol, a
billion-dollar gun regigry, and the Canadian Wheat Board Act are
but afew examples of federal legislationthat is bad for and disliked
by many Albertans. Yet each of these pieces of legislation could
have been modified, if not defeated, if there was an effective set of
checks and balances vis-avis thefederal House of Commons. My
questionsare for the minister of intergovernmental relations. When
is the government of Alberta going to table a constitutiona resolu-
tion to reopen a congtitutional debate on Senate reform?

Mr. Jonson: Mr. Speaker, the government of Albertahaslong been
the leading advocate in Canada with respect to Senate reform.
We've been an advocate for centuriesactually. Albertahasheld the
only two Senate elections in Canadian history, has long lobbied
other Canadian governments in support of Senate reform, and
continues to raise the issue with the Prime Minister a every
opportunity.

In November, asmembersof the Assembly will recall, theAlberta
Legislature again reaffirmed its support for a triple E Senate by
passing a resolution calling on the Prime Minister to respect
democracy and appoint one of the province's elected Senate
nominees. Following that, the Premier wrote the Prime Minister
again asking that he do theright thing and appoint one of Alberta s
nomineesto fill avacancy in the upper House. The Albertagovern-
ment will continue to pursue Senate reform and will do its part to
make sure that thisis on the national agenda a every opportunity.

The Speaker: The hon. member.
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Mr. Rathgeber: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. My only supplemental is
to the same miniger. When is the government going to become
moreproactivein redefining Alberta’ s placein Confederation rather
than reactive by filing unsuccessful court challenges?

Mr. Jonson: Mr. Speaker, actually the government has been quite
active with respect to i ssuesthat bear upon the question raised by the
hon. member. Recently there have been a whole series of high-
profile issues where Alberta has found itself in fundamental
disagreement with the federal government, including the Kyoto
accord and health reform. | could just report to this Assembly, if
they have not heard this before, that these disagreements have
triggered a public concern tha Albertais neither getting its due nor
receiving the respect it deservesfrom the federal government.

What | think sometimes gets lost in these tensions is the fact that
Alberta has been aleader in the whole area of federd/provincia
relations. Alberta has a well-deserved reputation for facing prob-
lems, developing workable solutions, and above al defending the
interests of Albertans. In fact, we continue to be a leader at the
negotiating table and have achieved some significant victories over
the past year. We secured significant concess ons from Ottawa on
the Kyoto protocol related to emissions and capping the costs of
implementation for the energy sector. In health care, Mr. Speaker,
Alberta was indrumentd in designing a health council that will
report through health ministers and not be an independent oversight
body, as recommended by the federal government. Albertaalso led
in the development of adispute resolution mechanismin relation to
the interpretation of the Canada Health Act.

Overall, Mr. Speaker, we have been very active in defending the
rights of our provincia citizens.

Municipal Governance

Mr. Bonner: Mr. Speaker, last Thursday the Minister of Municipal
Affairs mentioned the creation of six municipa authority pods in
Alberta. Tothe Minister of Municipal Affairs: what would therole
of these bein municipal governancein Alberta?

The Speaker: The hon. minister.

Mr. Boutilier: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Actually, what | did say
last Thursday wasthis. Aswe near our hundredth anniversary inthis
province, if we were creating Alberta again a hundred years later,
would we create it with 360 municipalities? | think we al know
today that theanswer would probably be less because of thefact that
what citizens of Alberta are tdling us isthey want more money on
the front line and less in governance. But having said that, | also
would liketo say this to the hon. member. | indicated that | would
not force under my wach as Minister of Municipa Affairs any
amalgamations in this province, and | continue to remain by that
commitment.

The Speaker: The hon. member?
Thehon. Member for St. Albert, followed by the hon. Member for
Edmonton-Mill Woods.

2:20 Electricity Billing

Mrs. O’Neill: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Over the past couple of
weeks I’ ve been informed by a number of small businessesin my
constituency that they have anew billingline charge on their Enmax
bill, a line charge that has not been on the bill since signing a
contract with Enmax in the spring of 2002. It reads “AquilaRRO
Rider,” and the amounts are huge. I'm outraged because my

constituents did not anticipae this. They’re appalled at the high
amount, and I’ m appalled tha a company can leave this charge off
for six months, mideading their customers through negligence. So
my question to the Minister of Government Services: where is the
consumer protection?

The Speaker: The hon. Minister of Government Services.

Mr. Coutts: Well, thank you, Mr. Speaker. In terms of consumer
protection when it turns out that utility bills and bills have been
added to or taken away from, one of thethings that we found in the
billing process, with many companies involved, was that there can
be someinaccurad es and there can be some problemsalong theway.
What we do in government istry to minimizethose. Asaresult, last
summer we had abilling task force, that was co-chaired by myself
and the Minister of Energy. Welooked at billing inaccuracies, and
we got a commitment fromall of thecompaniesinvolved aswdl as
Government Servicesand, aswell, the Energy and UtilitiesBoard to
make sure that a process was put in place so that those inaccuracies
could be checked upon and made proper.

The EUB has goproved those rate riders that the hon. member is
referring to, and a processisin place for anyone who has acancella-
tion or a collection. They should be advised that the EUB’s
consumer complaint line isthe placeto go for thoserate riders, and
that particular phone number is1-866-215-1181, so you can let your
constituentsknow tha that’s where to go.

Now, Mr. Spesker, in terms of marketing, if there are marketers
out therein her constituency that do not show alicence, do not abide
by the 17-point codeof conduct, do not present acontract in front of
a prospective customer that has cancellation rights, then the Fair
Trading Act tekes over. Under tha act if we find that people have
violated that act, then $100,000 or two yearsin jail isthe pendty for
not abiding by that. If anybody wantsto report that, they can call 1-
877-427-4088, and we' Il investigate.

The Speaker: The hon. member.

Mrs. O’Neill: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. While I'm on the topic of
power bills, would the Minister of Energy please correct the
unconscionabl efear mongering and misleading statementsmade by
the Member for Edmonton-Highlands, who told my local paper that
ATCO power billswill increase by 70 percent and that EPCOR and
Enmax will beforced to chargethe market rateinstead of aregulated
one.

Mr. Smith: Well, Mr. Speaker, in fact, the Member for Edmonton-
Highlandsis probably doing more to encourage competition, doing
more to encourage rate setting contracts out there because he does
mislead the public with statements here in question period, with
comments made in the paper. Infact, it’sacompetitive marketplace
where people can make contracts, can make dedsions about how
much they’ re going to pay each month, and they can determine who
their provider is They can determine how they would like their bill
tobestructured. Therearereputable marketersout there Therewill
continue to be reputable marketers entering the industry. And you
know what? All it takesis for an ND politician to screw it up with
bad information.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Edmonton-Mill Woods,
followed by the hon. Member for Edmonton-Highlands.

Education Funding
(continued)

Dr. Massey: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. The30 school boardsin zone
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23 are having difficulty understanding how they are to pay for the
government-ordered arbitrated teachers’ settlement. Theminiger’'s
retroactive accounting is not helping them. My first question is to
the Minister of Learning. How else, other than by holding back
funds, could boards have covered the arbitrated settlement?

Dr. Oberg: Mr. Speaker, first of all, it is zones 2 and 3, and |
understand that the hon. member had a meeting with zones 2 and 3
last Friday, | believe it was, with many of our MLAsthat werethere
aswdl.

Mr. Speaker, the question that was asked is whether or not the 3
and a half percent and 3 percent should have been held back. | go
back to the press release of 2001 and that it was up to the ATA and
the school boards to decide where those dollars were put. We had
an arbitration settlement that was 14 percent, and subsequently a
good deal of those dollarswereused for teachers salaries. Wefully
expect that the rest of the dollars would be put into the classroom.
As I've sad probably 15 or 20 times in this Assembly, there was
$298 million allocated for a $260 million issue. | fully recognize
that there are school boards that have other cods, other issues, but
when it comes directly to salaries, those are the amounts of dollars
that were there.

The Speaker: The hon. member.

Dr. Massey: Thank you. Again to the same miniger: will boards be
ordered inthefutureto hold back al classroomimprovement dollars
in order to cover possible increases in teachers' salaries?

Dr. Oberg: Mr. Speaker, the hon. member fully knows that BQRP
funding or other infrastructure funding or, as he has called it,
funding for the physical structures are related to the Miniger of
Infrastructure, and those dollars cannot be utilized for teachers
sdaries, things likethat. Those are very important dollars that are
used to upgrade facilities, and in many casesit is something that is
extremely needed.

The Speaker: The hon. member?
Thehon. Member for Edmonton-Highlands, followed by the hon.
Member for Calgary-Currie.

School Utilization

Mr. Mason: Thanks very much, Mr. Speaker. We continueto learn
about the financial problems faced by Edmonton public schools
because of this government’s underfunding of education. Four
schools, includingthreein my riding, are being eyed by the board for
closure. Thiswill mean busing students to other schools and will
kill effortsto revitalize neighbourhoods asfew parents will moveto
an area without a school. My quegions are to the Minister of
Learning. How many schools have to close and how many neigh-
bourhoods have to be cut loose before this minigter stands up for
education and properly funds Edmonton public school board?

The Speaker: The hon. minister.

Dr. Oberg: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. I’'m certainly glad
that the hon. member asked me that question. | will go through the
four schools that Edmonton public has said that they are looking at
closing. Thefirst oneis Bellevue elementary school, which has55
students. The utilization rate of that fecility is 24 percent.

The second one is Horse Hill junior high program, Mr. Speaker,
which isaprogram. Thetotal school isECSto grade9, but they are

looking at the junior high program. The number of students in the
junior high program is 34. The utilization rate of that school is28
percent.

Mr. Speaker, the next oneis the Sherbrooke program. There are
83 studentsin grades 5 to 9 that aregoing to beaffected by that. The
utilization rate of that school is30 percent.

Thelast oneis probably one of the more interesting ones, which
is Stratford school. It presently has agrade 9 classwhichisan IB
classthat is being administered under Jasper Place school, but that
school has 24 students, and the utilization rae of tha school is
roughly 28 percent.

The Speaker: The hon. member.

Mr. Mason: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. Well, it goeswell
beyond those schools because given the minister’s guidelines for
utilization rates, the public school board is considering up to 50
schoolsthat may be closed. |sthe minister suggegting the closure of
each and every one of those schools?

Dr. Oberg: That is so absurd that it really does not warrant an
answer. Edmonton public currently is looking at four schools.
[interjections] | will go on, Mr. Spesker. For example, the utiliza-
tion rate for McCauley school is 35 percent. The utilization rate for
Riverdale school is 57 percent. Those schools require dollars to
keep them heated, to keep them on. Closing the schools that they
were talking about — for example, | believe that two of the schools
would have saved the Edmonton public school board $613,000.
Mr. Speaker, school closures are never easy decisions, but | do
commend the Edmonton public school board for taking a look at
them. Their overal utilization in Edmonton now is approximately
68 percent, which meansthat 32 percent of their facilitiesare empty.
They’re taking alook at it. This 50 schools thing, though: those
kinds of rumours, those kindsof innuendoswith no basisin fact are
extremely harmful to the Edmonton public school system.

2:30
The Speaker: The hon. member.

Mr. Mason: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. Will the minister
admit that his utilization formula, which excludes things like
playschools, computer labs, and 0 on, al of which are now
considered empty space by his government, is contributing directly
to those utilization rates that he’ stalking about?

Mr. Lund: Mr. Speaker, unfortunatdy the hon. member misrepre-
sented the formula. There are anumber of things that are exempt.
As a matter of fact, when you look at high schools that were built
before 1990, we usethe old formulafor establishing utilization. The
reason for that is because there is space, like wide halls, that in fact
cannot be utilized for instruction, so we exempt those. We exempt
certainconfigurationsin order to usetheold formula. Butit'sreally
interesting that even if you apply the old formula to the overdl
utilization of the Edmonton schools, we still only increase the
utilization by maybe?2 to 3 percent. So theideathat it'sall because
of anew formulais simply not true.

Dr. Oberg: Further, Mr. Spesker, | just wantto allowthe Legislative
Assembly to hear what the former leader of the New Democrat
oppositionsaid. Butto befrank about it, 54 in aschool —this school
isclosingitself down.

The Speaker: Thehon. Member for Calgary-Currie, followed by the
hon. Member for Edmonton-Centre.
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Driving without Insurance

Mr. Lord: Thank you, Mr. Spesker. Some yearsago someoneclose
to me was hit by a speeding car as she was walking through a
crosswalk. Shewas knocked 75 feet and nearly died. Some years
later the same person was again hit by another car crashing right
through the storewindowsto whereshewassitting inside, and again
shewas sverely injured. In both cases it turned out that the driver
was completely uninsured in spite of being able to produce a pink
dlip at thetime. Since then | have heard similar stories from others
such that | wonder what is going on. My questions are to the
Minister of Transportation. In light of the dramatic increases in
insurance costs recently what are the penalties for driving without
insurance?

Mr. Stelmach: Mr. Speaker, the penaties for driving without
insurance, of course, are amandatory court appearance, and the first
offencecarriesafineof anywhere from $2,500 to $10,000. Then, of
course, for companies the fines are more severe. For a second
offence within thefirst year the penalty does carry ajail sentence of
aminimum of 60 days.

The Speaker: The hon. member.

Mr. Lord: Thank you. To the same minister: what are thetrends of
people being charged and beng convicted of driving without
insurance?

Mr. Stelmach: Mr. Speaker, takinginto the context that the number
of regigered vehicles, both commercial and passenger, in this
province hasincreased dramatically over thelast 10 years, the actua
trend isdown. But you'd haveto break it down into those three key
areas from providing apink card when stopped by a peace officer to
the other side of the spectrum, being in an accddent and having no
insurance. We are stopping more people on the highway today that
fail to produce apink card. On the other hand, in terms of convic-
tions following serious accidents, the number of those situations
where a person was not insured is showing a downward trend over
the last 10 years.

Mr. Lord: My final question to the same miniger: what s&feguards
arein placein order to make sure people have avalid pink slip and
haven't just canceled their insurance and got arefund after they got
apink slipto hang onto?

Mr. Stelmach: Well, Mr. Speaker, at the end of the day we certainly
rely onthefact that all Albertanswant to be honest and up-frontwith
their insurance. A number of things do occur on a regular basis.
One, whenever a police officer pulls a passenger or a commercial
vehicleaside, they have the ability to confirmthe insurance with the
insurance agent, and theinsuranceagent hasto providetheinforma-
tion when requested to do 0 by a peace officer. Aswell, because
the fines have increased substantially, many Albertans are taking a
second |ook at the cost of the fine versus higher insurance cogs and
are making provisions to ensure that they’ re properly insured.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Edmonton-Centre, followed by
the hon. Member for Calgary-Buffdo.

Video Lottery Terminals

Ms Blakeman: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. The government has
announced that it isgoing to be making upgradesor replacing VLTs
in our province. Thisupgrade will be totaling some $105 million.

Part of the costs have been attributed to new safety features which
aresaid to help problem gamblers. My questions areto the Minister
of Gaming. Is the government buying 6,000 new VLTs, or isthe
money for upgrades to existing machines?

The Speaker: The hon. minister.

Mr. Stevens: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Two years ago in our
business plan we indicated that there would be a replacement of an
aging VLT system. Asthe hon. member knows in Albertawe have
acap. We've had acap on VLTs since 1995 of 6,000 machines.
Many of themcameinin or about 1991 and accordingly at this point
intimeareinexcessof 10 yearsold. They needed replacement some
time ago. So the answer to the question is that the money is being
spent on replacement of machines, whichwill give usanopportunity
to utilize new technology to introduce responsible gaming features.

The Speaker: The hon. member.

Ms Blakeman: Thank you. What evidence does the minister have
that the new responsible gaming safety features will actually help
reduce the time spent gambling and not be negated by the higher
entertainment value of the new formats in programming?

Mr. Stevens: The issue of responsble gaming feaures on the
electronic gaming machines is a relativdy new one. The first
province in Canada to introduce such features was Nova Scotia
approximately two yearsago. Such featuresare alsolocatedin some
of the statesin Australia. The research with respect to the effective-
ness of responsible gaming featuresis gill to be doneinitsfullness.
However, thereis preliminary indication that the features which we
are bringing in here in Alberta and which were utilized in Nova
Scotiawill assist the people playing the machines to manage both
their time and money more effectively.

The Speaker: The hon. member.

Ms Blakeman: Thank you. Does the government see its role in
providing these machines as one primarily of providing entertain-
ment or as a revenue source?

Mr. Stevens: | think it's fair to say, Mr. Speaker, that in the
plebiscites of 1998 Albertans sad to this government that what they
wanted wasfor this government to manage and control VLTs. They
wanted usto ensurethat the cap wasmaintained. They wanted usto
do it in a socially responsible fashion. Part of the mandate of my
ministry is that we are to address dl those issues together with
ensuring that the Alberta lottery fund, which is utilized for many
community and publicinitigives, ismaximized. Soitisacombina
tion of all those things social responsibility together with ensuring
that there is revenue for the Alberta lottery fund and for the good
work that it does.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Calgary-Buffdo, followed by
the hon. Member for Cal gary-Bow.

Community Initiatives Program

Mr. Cenaiko: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. The community initiatives
program has been returning lottery dollarsto community groupsand
not-for-profit organizations, including volunteer organizations, to
support their worthwhil e endeavours in the community. Since we
are coming to the end of the first year of the program and recently
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we've heard a lot of concerns about parents fund-raising for core
items in schools, could the Minister of Gaming provide me with an
update on how the program is doing sinceitsintroduction last June?

2:40
The Speaker: The hon. minister.

Mr. Stevens: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Thisisanicetie-in to the
questions asked by the last member because this is a very good
example of the good work that isdone as a result of Albertalottery
dollars. The community initiatives program was brought in and
announced last June. It's a $30 million per year program. I'm
pleased to say that the feedback from volunteer groups who have
availed themselves of this programis extremely positive. The year
ends at the end of this month, March 31. At this point intime there
are approximately 900 applications which have been processed.
They’re continuing to work on this, and by the end of the month we
anticipate that wdl over athousand will have been processed.

Asfar asthe typeof applications, Mr. Speaker, | can tell you that
they are varied, with recreational initiatives receiving, according to
my most recent data, about 25 percent of the money; socia service
initiatives, another 25 percent; cultural initiatives about 20 percent;
and the baance would include community service, education,
heritage, environment, and health. The educaion initiatives which
were funded at the time of this information, which is now dated,
were gpproximately 5 percent.

The Speaker: The hon. member.

Mr. Cenaiko: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. My final question to the
same minister: can the minister explain his department’s policy
relative to funding core items with lottery dollars?

Mr. Stevens: The Ministry of Gaming has had in place Snce 1996
agaming proceeds policy, and asit relatesto educationd funding, |
can tell you that we take that seriously. We have alist of approxi-
mately 16 specific paragraphsthat deal with that that outlinein detail
what is and what cannot be funded. For example, funding includes
resource materials but not textbooks. The Gaming minidry isalso
guided by the Alberta School Boards Association’ spolicies. Those
arein place, and | can advise that any funding that is done by this
ministry isin compliance with those guidelines.

| think it might be of note to the members here that one year ago
my ministry was FOIPed by the Liberals opposite. It's not some-
thing that they've talked about in this House, because it's good
news. They wanted to get information on 20 school sthroughout the
province regarding the use of casino event proceeds. A year ago
they were asking the same question with respect to the use of
proceedsand the funding of textbooks and things of thisnature. The
fact of the matter isthat | can advise that you haven’t heard about it
because al 20 of those schools were utilizing the proceeds in
accordance with the AGLC palicy.

The Speaker: The hon. Miniger of Economic Development wishes
to supplement an answer?

Energy Deregulation
(continued)

Mr. Norris: Yes. Thank you for the opportunity, Mr. Speaker. |
would like to darify one of thestatsthat | used earlier in explaining

the outstanding growth that we' reexperiencingin Alberta. | believe
| said that the unemployment rate was the highest in Alberta. What
| actually meant to say, clearly, is that the employment rate is the
fastest growing in Canada.* That was obvious.

| would like to just offer quickly, Mr. Spesker, for clarification
that in the year 2001 employment rose by 2.8 percent andin’ 02 rose
by 2.6 percent, creating some 45,000 new jobs. | regret that that
cameout incorrectly and would liketo reiterate that it isempl oyment
that is on therise, not unemployment.

The Speaker: As per our rules, hon. members when an hon.
minister of the Crown supplementsan answer, there’ san opportunity
given to the original member who first posed the question. Hon.
Member for Edmonton-Gold Bar, if you wish. | believeit wasyour
exchange.

Mr. MacDonald: No, thank you, at thistime, Mr. Speaker.

head:
The Speaker: The hon. Member for Edmonton-Gold Bar.

Recognitions

Peace Rally

Mr. MacDonald: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. | would liketo congrat-
ulate more than 18,000 Albertans who took thetime last Saturday to
raise their voices on behalf of innocent people halfway around the
world. Men, women, and children from all walks of life exercised
the freedoms they enjoy in Canada and marched to the Alberta
Legidlature from city hall in support of peace in one of the largest
proteststhe Alberta capital has ever seen. The Edmonton Codition
against War and Racism did afantagtic job of organizing the peace
raly, and the crowd is to be commended for exercising its right to
peaceful protest.

Congratulations to all those Albertans who know that they can
make adifferencewith their words and their actions. All they asked
was for this government to give peace a chance.

Thank you.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Banff-Cochrane.

Beaupre Community Hall

Mrs. Tarchuk: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. On Saturday | had the
opportunity to witness Alberta community spirit at its best as |
participated in the grand opening of the new Beaupre Community
Hall just west of Cochrane. It wasonly ayear and ahalf ago that fire
destroyed Beaupre' s treasured old hall at the hands of arsonists.

Local residents were shocked and saddened and mourned theloss
of afadlity tha held decades of fond memories for them, but it was
not long before a group of volunteers set their sights on anew and
improved hall and through determination proved adversities can be
and will be overcome when acommunity unites. Loca municipdi-
ties, businesses, and individua sgave generously, and today we have
a beautiful multipurpose, very impressive community building that
everyone can be proud of. On Saturday friends and neighbours
young and old filled the hall to reminisce and celebrate, and what a
celebration it was.

Please join me in congratulaging the Beaupre Community
Associdion, their dedicated members, and all who contributed to
thiswonderful facility.

Thank you.

*See p. 662, right col., para. 9
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The Speaker: The hon. Member for Olds-Didsbury-Three Hills.

Deanna Thompson

Mr. Marz: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. It’sapleasurefor metoday to
stand in this Assembly and recognize agreat young Albertan. On
October 12, 2002, Deanna Thompson was vacationing in Bali with
friends when tragedy struck in a nightclub right across the street
from Deanna’ shotel. Fortunaely for her she was still in her hotel
and not in the nightclub, where she was supposed to meet friends.
The blast from the explosion shattered windows in her hotel,
knocking her and her friend to the floor.

In the chaotic situation that ensued, Deannawent outdde, where
sheencountered ayounglady suffering fromburnsto her upper body
and in severe pain. Sheimmediately assisted in helping this young
lady with another person and got this person to medical assistance.
Right after that, Deanna returned to the scene to further assist with
more than 30 other victims with no thought of risk or injury to
herself. Mr. Speaker, Deanna has since learned that one of her
friends from Hungary was in that nightclub that night and did not
survive the injuries of this horrible terrorist attack.

This morning Deanna received the M.G. Griffiths plague, which
is the highest bravery award presented by the Royal Life Saving
Society of Canada On behalf of all Albertans I'd like to congratu-
late Deanna on the receipt of this award and say: we are all very
proud of you for what you’ ve done.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Calgary-West.

Spring into Spring Extravaganza

Ms Kryczka: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Today I’mvery pleased to
share with this Assembly a very positive and exciting education
example, onethat hasbeen occurring in my constituency of Cagary-
West for many years. Last Monday evening the Ernest Manning
high school musicdepartment presented theninth annual Springinto
Spring extravaganza at Calgary’s large, prestigious Jack Singer
Concert Hall with specid guest performers from two feeder junior
high schoals, Vincent Massey and A.E. Cross.

The wonderful performancefor family and many friends demon-
strated the excellent achievement of the music programs at these
schoals, achievement attained only through hoursand hours of hard
work, team work, and the support of many who value the fine arts.
The calibre and versatility of the student musicians, Mr. Speaker,
was truly impressive. The respect and camaraderiefor their music
teachers was al so very obvious, as was their love for music.

Recognition must also be given to the talented and dedicated
music teachers and conductors: Kevin Willms and Dwayne Engh,
musicdirectorsat Ernest M anning high school; Ken Thackry, music
director at Vincent Massey junior high school; and Paul Brown,
director of musicat A.E. Cross junior high school.

To the Calgary Philharmonic Orchestra too bad you missed the
massed band finale of 285 musicians. It was absolutely thrilling.

Thank you.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Cagary-Shaw.

Esso Women’s National Hockey Championship

Mrs. Ady: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 1'd like to takethis moment to
recognize some extraordinary Albertans who took part in the 2003
Esso Women's Nationd Hockey Championship that took place
March 12to 16 in Saskatoon, Saskatchewan. Team Albertacaptured

the coveted Abby Hoffman cup in front of over 1,100 fans at
Saskatchewan Place, and Alberta finished the tournament with a
perfect record of sixwinsand zerolosses, outscoring their opponents
46 to 10.

Mr. Speaker, the teamwork and determination of these extraordi-
nary women from Team Alberta was a tetament to Alberta's
contribution to keeping our national sport at the top of its game both
nationally and here at home.

Along with capturing the gold, Danielle Goyette was awarded
MVP for the tournament and Colleen Sogorics received the award
for top defenceman. The other gold meda winners included
Amanda Tapp, Danielle Ayearst, Delaney Callins, Blythe Wurm,
Kayley Hall, Jenna Barber, Trina Rathgeber, Cassie Campbell,
Becky Klein-Swormink, Meaghan Mikkelson, Dana Antal, Kerri
Wallace, Corinne Swirsky, Jend Bode, Kelly Bechard, Samantha
Holmes, Karen Medhurst, and Brittony Chartier.

Mr. Speaker, these amazing athletes and their staff have brought
Alberta hockey spirit to the national level, and on behalf of all
members and all Albertans I'd like to send my congratulations to
them.

Thank you.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Edmonton-Mill Woods.

2:50 Victoria School of Performing and Visual Arts

Dr. Massey: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Today | recognize the work
of the Edmonton public school board in ensuring that the inner city
will continue to have a high-quality high school.

In the early 1980s the board was faced with building a new centre
for education. Consultants recommended that it be built on one of
four possible sites: the old administration building property,
McNally high school, Alex Taylor, or attached to Victoria high
school. Theview that ataching the building to Victoriahigh school
would ensure a viable high school in the inner city convinced the
board. Then minister of education David King went out of hisway
to assist the board with thisproject. Twenty yearslater that decision
has proven sound, and Victoria has grown beyond expectationsto
becomeaK to 12, world-classfine arts school.

Today the public board is mantaining tha commitment to the
inner city. Faced with a host of other building demands, the board
has made replacing the dated Victoriaatop priority. A brand-new
building to house that world-class school in the heart of the city will
soon be areality. Congratulations, trustees.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Calgary-Fort.

War in Iraq

Mr. Cao: Thank you, Mr. Spesker. With honour | riseto recognize
the sacrifices made by those whofight for us. Having the advantage
of being born and raised in Vietham during the period of the 30-
year-long war, | can say that my family and many others fought for
freedom and democracy locally and globally. The local repressive
regime made it hard and impossible without the help from outsiders
to share the same humanity ideals.

Asthe wars aregoing on in Afghanigan and Irag, | fed strongly
for the fighting men and women on the front lines, far away from
their homelands. | see those fighters as my family members who
bravely stand up for me and many others. They help sustain our
quality of life, freedoms, and democracy we enjoy locally and
globally. They are not fighting against a people, anation, or afath.
They are making ther ultimae sacrifices for our freedom and
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fighting against the regimes of tyranny that promote violence and
hatred around the world.

Mr. Speaker, | believe that we all want to fight againg tyranny.
Our arguments and hesitation are on how and when and where to
fight. Someone has made the tough decision for us. Let’s now all
work together to the end of the fight in helping the millionsto build
alife on the same freedom and democracy we enjoy.

In gratitudeto the freedom fighters | remain.

Thank you.

Speaker’s Ruling
Recognitions

The Speaker: Hon. members, thank you. Today four memberswent
over the one-minute rule mark, and | really don’t want us to arrive
at a situation one day where people are going to stand up on points
of order and what have you because peoplehave goneafew seconds
beyond. So could | just ask again to try and find the ability with
one' s articulation to stay within the one-minute rule.

head:
The Speaker: The hon. Member for Edmonton-Strathcona.

Presenting Petitions

Dr. Pannu: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. | rise onbehalf of theworking
poor in Albertato present apetition Sgned by 54 Calgarians. These
Albertans are petitioning the Legislative Assembly to urge the
government to immediately rase the minimum wage to $8.50 per
hour and index it to the cost of living.

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

head: Introduction of Bills
The Speaker: The hon. Member for Drayton Vdley-Calmar.

Bill 33
Insurance Amendment Act, 2003

Rev. Abbott: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. | request leaveto introduce
Bill 33, the Insurance Amendment Act, 2003.

The proposed bill contains two amendmentsto the Insurance Act
that will ensure that awards resulting from an automobile accident
return an individual to the same financial position they existed in
before the accident occurred.

[Motion carried; Bill 33 read afirst time]
The Speaker: The hon. Government House Leader.

Mr. Hancock: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. | move that Bill 33 be
moved onto the Order Paper under Government Bills and Orders.

[Motion carried]
The Speaker: The hon. Member for Drayton Vdley-Calmar.

Bill 34
Livestock Industry Diversification Amendment Act, 2003

Rev. Abbott: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. | risetoday to request leave
tointroduce Bill 34, the Livestock Industry Diversfication Amend-
ment Act, 2003.

Theintent of thishill isto makeit easier for Alberta’ sdiversified
livestock industry to establish a domestic market.

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

[Motion carried; Bill 34 read afirst time]

The Speaker: The hon. Government House Leader.

Mr. Hancock: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. | move that Bill 34 be
moved onto the Order Paper under Government Bills and Orders.

[Motion carried]
The Speaker: The hon. Member for Calgary-Fort.

Bill 35
Tobacco Tax Amendment Act, 2003

Mr. Cao: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. | request leaveto introduceBill
35, the Tobacco Tax Amendment Act, 2003.

Theamendmentsinthisbill will strengthen the controlsregarding
the purchase and sales of tax-exempt tobacco at duty-free stores,
over the Interngt, and through the Alberta Indian tax exemption
program. These changes will help level the playing fidd for al
businesses that sell tobacco. It also further discourages smoking,
making Alberta a healthier province in which to live.

Thank you.

[Motion carried; Bill 35 read afirst time]
The Speaker: The hon. Government House Leader.

Mr. Hancock: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. | move that Bill 35 be
moved onto the Order Paper under Government Bills and Orders.

[Motion carried]
The Speaker: The hon. Member for Edmonton-Manning.

Bill 212
Alberta Personal Income Tax
(Education Tax Credit) Amendment Act, 2003

Mr. Vandermeer: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. | begleavetointroduce
Bill 212, the Alberta Personal Income Tax (Education Tax Credit)
Amendment Act, 2003.

This bill will amend the Alberta Personal Income Tax Act by
introducing a nonrefundable tax credit to hdp parents pay for
independent school tuition and also extracurricular tutoring pro-
grams. The intent of Bill 212 is to provide educational choice to
familiesin Albertawho do not have thefinancial resourcesto pay for
independent school education. It would also partially cover the cost
of extracurricular tutoring and extra specia -needs schooling.

Thank you.

[Motion carried; Bill 212 read afirst time]
The Speaker: The hon. Member for Wainwright.

Bill 213
Canada Pension Plan Opting Out Act

Mr. Griffiths: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. | request leavetointroduce
abill being the Canada Pension Plan Opting Out Act.

This bill allows Alberta to create an Alberta pension plan that
would benefit all Albertans better by serving demographics and
Albertans' needs.

[Motion carried; Bill 213 read afirst time]

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Calgary-L ougheed.
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Bill 214
Matrimonial Property (Division of
Property on Death) Amendment Act, 2003

Ms Graham: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. | request leave this after-
noon to introduce abill being theMatrimonial Property (Division of
Property on Death) Amendment Act, 2003.

Mr. Speaker, this act would amend the Matrimonial Property Act
to ensure tha the surviving spouse of a marriage terminated by the
death of the other spouse has equivalent rights on the division of
matrimonial property to a spouse in a marriage terminated by
divorce.

Thank you.

[Motion carried; Bill 214 read afirst time]

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Calgary-Bow on behdf of the
hon. Member for Edmonton-Beverly-Clareview.

3:00 Bill 219
Alberta Commission on the Status of Men Act

Ms DeLong: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. | beg leave tointroduce Bill
219, the AlbertaCommission on the Status of Men Act, onbehalf of
the M ember for Edmonton-Beverly-Clareview.

Bill 219 would establish a commission on the status of men to
addressissuesof culturd bias, stereotyping, cultural discrimination,
men’s health, and family relations. For example, fatherlessness is
considered by growing numbers of social thinkersin North America
to be North Americd's foremost socia problem. Studies have
revealed astrong link between fathers' absence and substance abuse,
juvenile delinquency, teen pregnancy, and educationd failure |
understand that there are economic and social issues that still exist
between men and women; however, | aso bdieve tha we are in
danger of fueling these problems unless urgent health and socia
issues related to men are addressed. A commission on the staus of
men isastep in theright direction.

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

[Motion carried; Bill 219 read afirst time]

head: Tabling Returns and Reports
The Speaker: The hon. Member for Edmonton-Strathcona.

Dr. Pannu: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. | riseto tablefive
copies of a letter from Mrs. Hizabeth Anne Hayward, a proud
grandmother and public education system advocate. It’ sathree-page
letter very carefully written, but her message is very clear when she
says:
When you cut to thechase, nothingin our society isasimportant as
an excellent public educational system and an excellent public
health care sysem. Both deserve, and will aways require, our
biggest dollars. We are not apoor province. . . Let’s get with it.
Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

The Speaker: That's agood idea.
The hon. Member for Edmonton-Ellerdlie.

Ms Carlson: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. | have one tabling today.
It's from Dennis Floate of Calgary, and he is urging the provincial
government to “withdraw its draft management plan for the Evan-
Thomas Provincial Recreation Area’ in Kananaskis.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Edmonton-Mill Woods.

Dr. Massey: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Withpermisson|’dtablethe
required number of copies of a document entitled Key Messages, a
presentation madeat the zone 23 MLA meeting on March 21, 2003,
which focuses on school buildings, investing in the future, and the
governance of public education.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Edmonton-Gold Bar.

Mr. MacDonald: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. | have three tablings
this afternoon. The first one is signatures from a petition. This
brings the total to over 5,000. These are residents of Red Deser,
Hinton, DeBolt, Barons, Lethbridge, and Camrose, to name a few.
These citizens signed this petition: “We, the underdggned residents
of Alberta, petition the L egislative Assambly to urgetheGovernment
to reinstate natural-gas rebates immediately.” This petition can be
accessed at altaliberals.ab.ca

The second petition | have is a letter dated February 23 from
Shirley Clarke, who is a parent of some children who atend
Kenilworth junior high. This letter outlines her concern with
funding to our public education system.

The next letter that | have is aso from a parent of a grade 7
student at Kenilworth junior high. It'sNadiaA. Munarolo-Kurjata,
and sheis expressing concern about the education crisisand how it
can bealleviated by redudng the size of thegovernment and putting
valuableteachersfirst.

Thank you.

The Speaker: The hon. Miniger of Justice and Attorney Generd.

Mr. Hancock: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. The other day, | think
during question period, a comment was raised with respect to the
number of times in which time allocation has been used by the
federal government. 1'd like to table for the records of the House
today adocument which showsthat timeallocation has been used 71
times and closure used a further nine times by the Liberal govern-
ment since its eection.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Edmonton-Riverview.

Dr. Taft: Thanks, Mr. Speaker. The correspondence on education
keeps rolling into my office. | have a series of postcards today
addressed — well, this one's addressed to me. On the back is a
child’s drawing. “Edmonton Elementary atempts to smash the
world record for number of Grade One Sudentsin the classroom.”
It shows kids stacked up on shelves.

The next one, from a different constituency but addressed to me,
is a report card for the provincial government. It grades under
listening agradeof F. It says, “Easily distracted, only ableto listen
in an election year.”

Another report card, this one from S. Dobrotsky. This postcard
subject: education funding grade to the provinda government, F.
Comment: “Seems to have an unrealigic expectation of how far a
dollar can bestretched.”

The next postcard is from Va West in Edmonton, saying,
“Wanted: A government tha listens and cares, previous gpplicants
need not apply.” So it continues.

Thisis one from Carla Spinola expressng concern that govern-
ment has refused to fund the 8 percent for the teachers salary
alowance.

One from Mario Nascimento.

Another one, saying, “Fully Funded High Quality Public Educa-
tion Now” from Stacey Pelechaty.

Thank you.
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The Speaker: The hon. Member for Edmonton-Glengarry.

Mr. Bonner: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. With your permission | have
threetablingstoday. Thefirstisfrom BarbaraToombs, and she goes
onto say, “| heard on the newstoday tha Ralph Kleinisrequesing
the AlbetaMLAsto. . ."

The Speaker: Okay, okay, okay. Please sit down. Six times last
week | said that you can’t usenamesin this Assembly. Six times at
least | said it. We're going to start again this Monday. Y ou don’t
use namesin this Assembly.

Mr. Bonner: She goes on to say that on the news today she heard
that the Premier is requesting “the Alberta MLA’s to draft a
document in the name of and on the behalf of Albertans supporting
theUSattack onIrag,” and shegoesontosay, “I would liketo make
it clear that | do not want it to be in my name or on my behalf.”
My second tabling, Mr. Speaker, is the appropriate number of
copies of aletter to me fromthe mayor of Edmonton, and he goeson
to say:
| am writing to share with you my disappointment with the Prov-
ince' s decision not to sign the Vision, Principle and Fiscal Frame-
work developed and approved by the Miniger’'s Council. This
document represented amil estonein provincial/municipal relations
and clearly establishing Alberta as |leaders nationally in acknowl-
edging the critical need to address the financid crigs facing
Canadian municipalities.
The third is a document which indicates that
in a120-page ruling issued today, Judge Allen Schwartz of the US
Federal District Court, Southern District of New Y ork, hasthrown
out Talisman Energy’ s motion to dismissthe suit brought against
them on behalf of southern Sudanese plaintiffs.
Thank you.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Edmonton-Highlands.

Mr. Mason: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. |I'm tabling a
number of letters today in connection with the situation in the
Middle East. First of al, I'm tabling a letter from Mr. Charles B.
Davisondated March 18 addressed to the Prime Minister and copied
to the Premier of Alberta. Mr. Davison writesthat the Premier does
not speak for all Albertans as Albertans are clearly againg the war
in Irag and Canadian involvement in this endeavour.

The second is aletter to the Premier signed by 139 individuals,
Mr. Speaker, who state their objection “to your action, without even
adebateinthe Provincid Legidature, of sending aletter of support
to the United States Ambassador.”

| have an email here addressed to the Premier opposing any
motion in the Legislature expressng support for the policies of the
Bush administration on Irag.

| have an email addressed tothe Premier acknowl edging hisright
to hisopinionsand hisright to speak out on provincial matterswhile
chiding him for overstepping his bounds by writing directly to the
American ambassador.

| have another e-mail addressed to me expressing concern that the
Premier’sstatement about theso-called war on terrorismand tyranny
will only serve to increase terrorism and tyranny throughout the
world.

| have an email here, Mr. Speaker, addressed to me, pointing out
that the Premier has no right to send letters to foreign officials on
behalf of Albertans, particularly if such aletter supports an illegal
war.

3:10
I only have a few more, Mr. Spegker. | have an email from a

constituent who opposes the war and does not know any Albertans
or Americans who do support the war.

| have an e-mail addressed to the hon. Member for Drumheller-
Chinook opposing the legitimacy of any motion tabled in the
L egislature supporting the war on Irag.

An e-mail addressed to the Premier opposing any motion in the
Assembly which supports the war on Iraqg.

An e-mail to the Premier opposng the U.S. attack on Irag.

| have aletter addressed to the Premier. Thewriter isappalled at
the notion that the Albertagovernment would tablea motion in the
Legislature supporting an illegal wer.

Two more, Mr. Speaker. | have an e-mail addressed to the
Premier acknowledgi ng hi sright as a Canadian to express his views
but reprimanding him for claming he represents all Albertans and
for stepping outside hisjurisdictional authority.

Lastly, | have an e-mail addressed to the Premier opposing any
declaration by the Alberta government that supports the illegal
military intervention in Iraq by the United States and Great Britain.

The Speaker: Were there any points of order today that the chair
may have missed?

head:
head:

Orders of the Day
Written Questions

The Speaker: The hon. Deputy Government House Leader.

Mr. Zwozdesky: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Proper notice having
been given on Thursday, March 20, | now move that written
questionsappearingon today’ sOrder Paper do stand and retain their
places.

[Motion carried]

head:
The Speaker: The hon. Deputy Government House Leader.

Motions for Returns

Mr. Zwozdesky: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Once again, proper
notice having been given on Thursday, March 20, | would now move
that motions for returns appearing on today’ s Order Paper do stand
and retain their places.

[Motion carried]
head: Public Bills and Orders Other than

Government Bills and Orders
Third Reading

Bill 201
Emblems of Alberta (Grass Emblem)
Amendment Act, 2003

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Highwood.

Mr. Tannas: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. It's with great
pleasure that | rise in the Assembly this afternoon to move third
reading of Bill 201, the Emblems of Alberta (Grass Emblem)
Amendment Act, 2003.

Mr. Speaker, as | mentioned before, Festuca scabrella, known as
rough fescue, isalong-lived perennial bunchgrass with deep fibrous
rootswhich tgp soil nutrientsand bind soil particles. It sself-curing,
nutritious, a native grass that is a mgjor component of the rough
fescuegrasslands which makes excd lent winter grazing not only for
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livestock but, of course, for wild animals aswell, like deer and elk.
Itsrelatively high protein content providesforage, then, for livestock
aswell aswildlife, and thedeep rootsfacilitate water penetration and
act as a water retention factor in the watershed, particularly on the
eastern slopes of the Rocky Mountains. A tussock of rough fescue
has a life span of wdl over a hundred years, and consequently it
produces only afew seedseach year with the occasional heavier seed
sets every few years.

With the passage of Bill 201, the Emblems of Alberta Act would
be amended further to include rough fescue, designating it as our
provincial grass. Provincia emblems, Mr. Speaker, areimportant as
they reflect aprovince' s history, itsbiodiversity and naure, and the
nature of this province. Emblems such as this portray who we as
Albertans are. Designating rough fescue as our provincial grass
would recognize it as an official symbol of our prairie heritage.
Provincial emblems are selected because they are symbolic of the
province' shistory, nature, or culture, past or present.

Y ou know, Mr. Speaker, Albertd sprovincial treeisthelodgepole
pine. Thistree wasused extensively in the early 1900s to construct
railway ties. However, today its role has expanded, and it is a
significant contributor to Alberta’ sforestry industry asthelodgepole
pineis processed into many lumber products such as poles, posts,
plywood, and mine timbers.

Another official emblemis the great horned owl, which Alberta
adopted asitsprovincial birdin May of 1977. Thisbird wasthefirst
choice of Alberta's schoolchildren, and it proudly reflects the
concerns of Albertans for the management, conservation, and
preservation of our province' swildlife.

All of Alberta’ semblems, fromthe wild rose to the bighorn sheep
tothebull trout, reflect symbolic meaning and valueto our province.
Amending the Emblems of Albert Act would serveto enhancethe
legislation through inclusion of another significant emblem.

Mr. Speaker, it has been affirmed before in this House that rough
fescueisadominant native grasson the Albertaprairie and foothills.
Whilel acknowledge that it isonly foundin the southern two-thirds
of the province, some other provincial emblems are not as wide-
spread throughout the province. The lodgepole pine, for instance,
does not grow in many areas of the province, nor will you find
bighorn sheep or petrified wood present dl across the province of
Alberta. Nevertheless, they are ill important emblems of Alberta.
Furthermore, Albertais the only jurisdiction in North Americathat
containsall three species, or varieties, of the rough fescue complex.
This native vegetation illustrates the biodiversity of the province
from the prairies to the foothills and to the mountains.

Native grasses which have been designated by other jurisdictions
have been chosen because they portray the history and culture of
those regions and therefore have a specific meaning and value for
each of those regions. The selection of rough fescue is consistent
with Alberta’ s other emblems. The prairie landscape is part of our
cultura history and has asignificant value to our Alberta identity.

The prairie landscape may have appeared harsh to the early
settlers. Many pioneers came to the west because the price of land
wasreasonableand therewas an opportunity to fulfill their hopesof
building a better life for their families in a land that promised
prosperity aswell asreligiousand political freedom. These settlers
saw the Albertaprairieasaland of opportunity, awildernessfrontier
to be shaped into a new home. The treeless prairies soon became
dotted with farms and settlements. It took men and women of
courage and perseveranceto transfer thisland tofertilefields. These
pioneers lived off the land and depended on the native grasslands.

Beforethe opening of the wed to settlement and after the transfer
of the Hudson’s Bay territory in the northwest to the Dominion of
Canada, there developed a unique ranching life on prairie and

foothills grasslands on the open range of Alberta. Generations of
Albertaranchershave acquired strong, emotiond tiesto theland and
to the animal s which depend on native grasslands. They feel adeep
sense of stewardship of theland. Individuds who depend on the
land for their livelihood inevitably recognize and acknowledge the
advantagesand valuesof living in concurrencerather thanin conflict
with the land and will adhere toward its preservation and its
conservdion.

Grasdandsin general, Mr. Speaker, haveagreat spiritual valuefor
our aboriginal people. Such people asthe Stoney, Sarcee, Blackfoot,
Blood, Peigan, and Plains Cree hold native grasses as being
significant to their prarie cultural heritage, and they honour their
close connection to the land.

Mr. Speaker, rough fescue along with other native grasses are of
biological and scientificinterest inthat theprairieisone of themajor
ecosystemsin North America. Nativegrasslandsin our provinceare
rich in biodiversity. Natural processes have dtered the landscape
over thousands of years. The prairie was influenced primarily by
aridity, fire, floods, drought, and the impact of herds of large
herbivores like the buffalo. The prairie ecosystem has survived
despite significant pressures and change.

Alberta’s native grasslands provide vduable forage for our
livestock. When prairie grasslands are used as rangdand for cattle,
money gets contributed to the Alberta economy. The livestock
industry isan important part of our province' seconomy. Alberta, as
you know, is the largest beef-producing province in Canada. We
have over 40 percent of the national beef cattle herd. In 2001 this
sector contributed an estimated $5 hillion in farm cash receipts to
our economy. Native grasslands have contributed to the economic
valueof the province. Designating rough fescue asour official grass
would acknowledge itsimportance to farmers and ranchersand its
economic significance, and it would acknowledge the higoric and
cultural significance of the First Nations people of the plains.

3:20

Mr. Speaker, it is evident that native grasses are an important
symbol to Albertans. The deep roots of rough fescue portray a
strong, stable grass, thus reflecting our western heritage and the
strong secure people that built our province along with those that
support and contribute to its prosperity today.

Through the passage of Bill 201, exiging legislation would be
amended to include another provincial emblem. Rough fescue
would be designated asour official grassand would serve as another
provincial symbol reflecting our heritage, celebrating our culture,
and valuing our natural history. | urge you to strongly support and
encourage al of my colleagues to vote in favour of third reading of
Bill 201, the Emblems of Alberta (Grass Emblem) Amendment Act,
2003.

Thank you.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Cardston-Teber-Warner.

Mr. Jacobs: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. It'scertainly a privilege to
rise today to speak in support of Bill 201, the Emblems of Alberta
(Grass Emblem) Amendment Act, 2003. Again in third reading |
commend the Member for Highwood for bringing forth this pro-
posed amendment. Many things have been said about this grass and
its importance to Alberta, and | would just like to offer a few
comments on a practicd basis as one who has worked in the
livestock industry for many years and has seen the benefits of this
grassto the agriculturd industry.

| think, Mr. Spesker, it's important to recognize history and
factors that have made a difference to the diversification and
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progressof agriculturein Alberta | think it'simportant to recognize
the importance of agriculture in Alberta. Much has been said the
past few days in our debate about competition, and | would like to
point out to the members of the Assembly that agriculture, to my
knowledge, is one of the few, if not theonly, industriesin theworld
that basically operates under what is defined by economists as
perfect competition. That badcally says that no one seller or buyer
could affect the market. Because of this competition and because of
the nature of the agricultural indugry we in Canada enjoy accessto
the best food in the world at a very reasonable price. |f you look at
it, we don’t work very many days as Canadians or as Albertans to
buy thefood that we eat. Sol think agriculture has done agreat job
in feeding Canadiansand in feeding the North American economy,
redly.

Rough fescue as a grass has certainly had an impact on the
agricultural industry and upon its success. From the point of view
of the ranching community and their use of rough fescue, one hasto
look at the historical benefits of thisgrass. Many of theearly settlers
were attracted to this province because of good grass and lots of
good grazing. So they moved their cattle herds here from other
places to take advantage of grasses such as rough fescue.

Rough fescue hasthe advantage of being able to cure on the stem
and remain palatable and maintain itsnutrition throughout the year.
Some of the tame grasses such as afalfa and timothy do not have
that advantage. They lose their palatability over the winter and are
not good grazing grasses, whereas rough fescue is a grass that cures
on the stem, and consequently it can be utilized by ranchers
throughout the year. The advantage to this, Mr. Speaker, is that it
dlows the ranching community to minimize their costs. It's
certainly alot more efficient to graze animal s over the winter aslong
as possible ascompared to bringingin the cattle or the livestock and
feeding them hay. Rough fescue has the advantage that its protein
levelsare pretty well good enough to maintain the basi ¢ beef cow for
most of the year with perhaps a little bit of protein and vitamin
supplement during parts of the year as the mature cow approaches
the calving season. But for most of the year thisgrass can maintain
acow and even provide hay. If ranchers chooseto cut the grass for
hay, it certainly will work also as hay. So when you look at the
advantage of the grass with aviewto minimizing costs and allowing
cattle producersto survive the cattle cycles, the high pricesand low
prices, certainly it's important for them to be able to minimize
expenses, and this grass has done agood job of allowing them to do
that.

So, Mr. Speaker, when you consider the nutritional value of this
grass, its ability to maintain itself throughout the year and cure on
the stem, and when you consider what the livestock industry isin
Albertatoday and how it hasdeveloped, part of its devel opment has
been due to a grass like rough fescue, and certanly | think it
deserves to be historically preserved as an emblem of Alberta. |
would urge all membersin this Assembly to support thisbill.

Thank you very much.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Olds-Didsbury-Three Hills.

Mr. Marz: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. It's a pleasure to
enter into the debate again on Bill 201 inthird reading. | supported
this bill in second reading, and I'm pleased to do so again today.
Thisbill will makerough fescue Alberta’ sprovincia grass. Because
the grassin its three forms covers the majority of our province and
because of its special characteristics as well as its very positive
environmental impact, | believe rough fescue should be named
Alberta’ s officia grass

I’d like to make some comments on what rough fescue has done

inthepast. It hasplayed avery significant rolein hel ping thosewho
first began farming in our province, and it continues to do so today.
Actualy, it's one of the primary grasses that sustain much of our
wildlife, such asdeer, elk, antelope, and, in daysgone by, the bison.
Therefore, | believe it contributesto our hunting and our ouitfitting
industries as wdl as tourism. | bdieve it's also responsible for
future generations of farmers here in Alberta. Recognizing the
benefitsthat rough fescue grasslands have had on our provinceand
by namingit our provincial grass, we'll be hel ping preserveit for the
futuregenerations of Albertafarmers. Also, by doing so, we will be
making a commitment to preserve farming as an integral part of
Albertd sfuture. | believeit’sour responsibility asmembers of this
Assembly to protect and preserve and enhance the economic and
social framework of this province. It'sdso our job to cdebrate our
province' sheritageand ensurethat knowledge of the history of this
province is imparted to future generations and every person in this
province. Giventhat rough fescuehasamajor roleinsustainingour
province, | believe it deserves a place among our provincial
emblems.

Mr. Speaker, as a farmer myself to me farming is away of life.
However, | do understand that it’ salso abusiness. Rough fescue has
helped maintain that way of life in this province, and it has also
helped maintan our ability as farmers to make a successful living
herein Alberta. AccordingtothePrairie Conservation Forum, we're
the only province which has all three subspecies of this grass, and
they dl exist in thisprovince simultaneoudy today. Theforum also
states that it would be difficult to figure out how the parkland and
the foothills regions of this province could have sustained any
agricultural development in days gone by without the existence of
thisgrass. It provided critical winter feed for our pioneersto sustain
their livestock numbers and thereby hel ped to sustainthose pioneers
who plowed the land and raised livestock. It’'salso avery efficient
retainer of nutrients, which helps to keep our soil in this province
some of the mogt fertile soil around.

3:30

Passing Bill 201 may well havetheeffect of promoting anincrease
in the amount of rough fescue in our province by raising awareness
of its importance. Given the economic importance of our range-
lands, which generate some $230 million ayear — and the Minister
of Economic Development would be hgppy to hear that — this bill
would ensure that there’s more rough fescue on those rangelands,
and that would mean more successful agricultureactivitiesfor years
to come.

It's been said that farming is our heritage, our present, and our
future. Our land herewill always be farmed. Unlike oil, whichisa
limited, unrenewable resource, our land is arenewable resource. In
order for that farming to continue in the future, we need to ensure
that the natural nutrients are renewed. Rough fescue has been
identified as one of those key ingredients to keep renewing soil, and
it's up to us today to ensure that rough fescue is there for future
generations and to educate those that arein the farming industry on
the role that rough fescue has played in our past and what value it
has for future generations. By passing Bill 201, we'll be taking one
more step in protecting rough fescue for future generations, and I’ d
like to take this opportunity to urge all members of this Assembly to
support this bill.

| will besupporting thishill, Mr. Speaker, andin closing, I'd like
to ask all membersto recognize the work and the foresight put into
this by the hon. Member for Highwood and to support this bill as
well.

Thank you very much.
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The Speaker: The hon. Member for Redwater.

Mr. Broda: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 1t'smy pleasureto rise today
to offer my comments on Bill 201, the Emblems of Alberta (Grass
Emblem) Amendment Act, 2003. | would like to commend my
colleaguefrom Highwood for bringing forward thisbill, that would
designate rough fescue as the official grass of Alberta.

Mr. Speaker, over the past number of years a growing number of
Albertans have urged this government to recognize the role that
rough fescue has had and continues to have in the socioeconomic
development of our province. At no time was this more apparent
thanin April of 2002 when the Alberta conservation forum counted
the votes that Albertans had cast to select what grass species would
best serve as asymbol of our unique western heritage and identity.
In this election Albertans had choices. In addition to rough fescue,
four other shortlisted species were identified — June grass, blue
grama grass, western wheat grass, and green needlegrass — but
instead they selected rough fescue, a grass famous for itsresilience,
beauty, and agricultural value. Today this Assembly has the
opportunity to tell the people of this provincethat they have heard
their choice and that as their representatives in this House we are
going to do something about it.

Mr. Speaker, | would like to explain why so many Albertans hold
rough fescue in such high regard and how this valuable grass has
helped shapewho we as Albertans aretoday. Of all the grasses that
occur naturally in Alberta, rough fescue has arguably played the
most significant role in the history and the development of our
province.

An Hon. Member: Who would argue that?

Mr. Broda: | don’t know.

In the many years before European settlement rough fescue was
the crucial ingredient which helped shape the identity and the
traditional lifestylesof many of Alberta snative peoples. The same
fescue plant that continues to carpet the grasslands and foothills of
southwestern Albertatoday also served asthe everimportant forage
for herds of big game species including bighorn sheep, mule deer,
elk, bison, and buffalo. Dueto its ability to thrive and survive the
cold winter conditions, rough fescuewas the primary source of food
for these animals throughout the year. Moreover, the various tribes
of native people developed a very close relationship with thisrich
and seemingly inexhaustible source of forage as it ensured that the
herds of game would remain sufficiently plentiful to alow hunting.
It can be sad that for the tribes that inhabited and hunted on the
plains of southwegern Alberta, rough fescue was an essential agent
of life which enabled their culture and society to thrive.

However, Mr. Speaker, not just native peoplerecognized thevadue
of rough fescue. Early European settlers many of whom fled their
former homelands as a result of war, instability, impoverishment,
and persecution, cameto the prairiesin search of abetter life The
vast mgjority of them saw farming as away to earn money, rebuild
their lives, and achieve prosperity, just as the native people before
them had done. Intime they, too, came to appreciaethe significant
role that rough fescue played in the life cycle of the prairies.

Just as wildlife appreciated rough fescue, the grass al o proved to
be an ideal source of forage for livestock. High in nutrients and
resilient to erratic weather conditions, rough fescue became a
mainstay in thediet of a number of our domesticated animals. The
native peoples of Alberta and the early setlers both owe their
experience of survival and welfare to this tal, exquisite and
abundant grass.

Inaway, Mr. Speaker, it can be said that rough fescue was afactor

that contributed indirectly to the opening of the western frontier.
Like the grassthat they came to depend upon, these early Albertans
were people of true grit and determination. As rough fescuehad to
adapt in order to survivein atough prairie environment, these early
pioneersalso had to adapt to lifein a new and vastly different land.
However, they did not only adapt to life on the prairie, but through
hard work and perseverance they lad down the foundation for the
future economic success and prosperity which we are able to enjoy
today. As it did in the past, rough fescue continues to play a
significant role in Alberta’s agricultural production. It remains a
reliable source of high nutritiond value for a number of domesti-
cated animals.

Mr. Speaker, if Bill 201 is not passed, we will lose a terrific
opportunity to increase awareness and understanding of the signifi-
cancethat rough fescue and other nati ve grasses have had in shaping
the Alberta we have today.

When the issue of the Kyoto protocol came up last year, this
government argued tha Alberta would be unfairly affected by the
accord’ scarbon credit clauses. Wefelt that it was unfair to impose
such a plan on our province, considering that Alberta has a very
large number of naturally occurring carbon sinks. Rough fescue
serves as one of our province's biggest carbon sinks. These
grasslands are some of Alberta’s leading conductors of carbon
dioxide, a cyde in which plants take in carbon dioxide and in turn
produce oxygen. Rough fescue, it has been proven, is particularly
good in accomplishing this task and as a result has contributed
greatly to keeping our environment clean. Mr. Speaker, if this
province is serious about reducing the amount of the deadly
greenhouse gaseswithin our atmosphere, then we must take stepsto
protect rough fescue and Alberta snative grasslands If we lost the
prairies, we would not only compromise our ability to improve the
state of our environment, but we would al o compromise the quality
of life for future generations of Albertans.

3:40

Apart fromthis environmental quality, rough fescue also remains
the main food source for much of our wildlife, as indicated earlier.
Unfortunately, many of these species are currently at risk of
becomingendangered or, worse, extinct asaresult of thelossof their
natural habitat. According to the Prairie Conservation Forum 73
percent of the endangered animal ecies that live in Alberta
currently depend on the Alberta grasslands for food. When com-
bined with thefact that their natural habitat is shrinking, the survival
of these specieslooks very grim. Mr. Speaker, if this province has
any hope of replenishing the already depleting socks of our
endangered wildlife, we need to start protecting their natural habitat.
This means protecting rough fescue.

| am convinced, Mr. Speaker, that designating rough fescue as
Albertd sprovincial grasswill not only help educate Albertansabout
theimportance of native grassesto our wildlife and environment, but
it will also raise awareness of the need to sustain and preserve
Albertd s native grasslands Rough fescue has played and will
continue to play a significant role in the development of our
province if only we will let it doso. It is part of our identity, our
culture, and our heritage. | urge all my colleagues to give it the
recognition that it deserves by supporting Bill 201.

Thank you very much.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Medicine Hat.
Mr. Renner: Well, thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. It's a

pleasure for me to have an opportunity to discuss Bill 201 at this
time. I'dliketo usethe time that’ s avail able to me thisafternoon to
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discuss three issues. First of al, the issue of provincia emblems:
why isit appropriate, and why do we asal egidature even spend our
time dealing with issuessuch as provincia emblems? Secondly, I'd
like to talk about: why would we choose to have a grass as a
provincial emblem? Then, obviously and most important to thishill,
why should we choose rough fescue as a grass? With your indul-
gence le me gart down that path.

First of al, provincial emblems, | think, are something that we do
with some reticence from the perspective that once we recognize
something as a provincial emblem, we want to ensure that it
represents the province and the people of Alberta in a significant
way, and we don’t think it would be appropriatefor usto bedealing
with 20 different hills recognizing provincial emblems at every
session of the Legidature. So it is of some importance, and we
recognize as a Legidature that from time to time members come
forward and ask their colleaguesin the Legislature to recognize and
designate something as a provincia emblem. We do that for a
number of reasons. Probably the most important reason, Mr.
Speaker, isbecause we have pridein Alberta We are very proud of
the fact that Albertais a unique place, and as such we want to have
something that we can show as something that we have alot of pride
in.

For that reason one of the first provincial emblems that was
designated, asyouknow, wasaflag, and like all groupsof peoplewe
have alot of respect for that flag. From timeto timethere were other
things added to that repertoire, so over the years we've added
emblems such as an official tree. Wée ve talked about an official
trout. We've talked about a myriad of different things but aways
keepingin mind that they should be significant and tha they should
reflect Alberta’s pride.

The second thing — and | think it probably is as important,
particularly when we talk about the designation of natural wildlife
and floraand fauna— is the issue of conservation and preservation.
| think that it is absolutdy critical that as we recognize something
such as rough fescue, we keep in mind the naural habita in this
province. Aswe have a tremendous amount of economic activity
and we have an explosion in population, an explosion in agriculture,
an explosion in anumber of areas, it has the tendency to put some
stress on some of the natural ecosystems. By designating rough
fescue as a provincial emblem, | think that that encourages an
opportunity for us as legislators to keep in mind the importance of
our natural spaces and also | think, probably, for Albertans to keep
in mind the importance of natural space.

Findly, probably another reason why we choose to implement a
provincial emblem programisfrom aneducational perspective, and,
Mr. Speaker, | know that you've had some experience in the
classroom, and you know tha oftentimes hands-on experienceisthe
easiest way to teach someone and for people to remember. So
whether we' retalking about touristsor talking about childrenin our
classrooms, if we want them to remember what Alberta is about,
what things there are that we should be thinking about in Alberta,
one of the mog obvious things isto teach people about the provin-
cial emblems. If you look at a jurisdiction and you look at their
provincial emblems or their state emblems, you get a bit of an idea
in sort of amicroscopicformhow the people in that jurisdiction and
that vicinity think.

So for al of those reasons, Mr. Speaker, | think it's absolutely
appropriate and probably of some urgency that we maintan a
program of dealing with and approving provincial emblems herein
the Legislature of Alberta.

Thenext thing| said that | would tak about, Mr. Speaker, is: why
grass? Why would we choose to have asaprovincial emblemgrass?
We talked about trees. We talked about fish. We talked about a

whole number of other areas that have already been designated, and
the hon. member now is proposing that we designate agrass. Well,
I'll tell you. It again gets back to what some other members have
discussed in this Legislature, the fact that we, particularly in the non
northern areas of the province, let's say, live the lifestyle and the
history of aprariepeople. Nothing can be more emblematic of what
life on the prairiesis than the waving grass.

| had an opportunity acouple of years ago — as a matter of fact,
I’m hoping to have another opportunity thissummer —to participate
inatrail ride across Canadian Forces Base Suffield, which isone of
the last areas where anyone can go and actually experience what it
waslike to beapioneer at the turn of the century, becausethat’ s one
of thefew areasleft in this provincewhereyou can literally stand on
the prairie and for 360 degrees in every direction see nothing but
wavinggrass, no fences, no telephone poles. There snothing but the
natural environment the way our pioneers saw it when they came
here. Asamatter of fact, as an asde, to say theleast, I'm hoping to
encourage other members to come with me on atrail ride acrossthe
base this summer, and other members will have a chance to experi-
encethat. But, Mr. Speaker, if you have had a chanceto experience
that, you can understand the importance of grass, particularly as it
wasinthe early daysin our history and asitistoday, asthe mainstay
in our livestock industry in southern Alberta.

The other thing that I' d like to mention from alocal geographic
perspective. Theareawherel liveisknown asthe Palliser Triangle,
and it was an area that when the CPR was devel oping the land and
bringing pioneers forward was designated as an area where you
needn’t worry about doing much development. No one could live
there. Nothing grows there. Well, Mr. Speaker, nothing could be
further from the truth, because asthe firg ranchersfound out when
they arrived in southeastern Alberta and southern Alberta, thereis
nothing better than the natural grassesin this areato raise livestock
on. Literdly millions and millions of cattle and other forms of
livestock have subsisted d most exclusively onthe natural grassesin
the area.

So, Mr. Speaker, why nameagrass? Well, obviously, we namea
grass as a provincia emblem because of its tremendous historic
significance in this province and its significance today as an
economic driver within our economy

3:50

Finaly, Mr. Speaker, | cometo the final point in my presentation
in the debate this afternoon, and that is: why do we name rough
fescue of all the myriad of grasses? One just hasto walk out onto
that prairie and realize that this is not a monolithic type of an
experience. Thereareliterdly hundreds of different grassesthat are
growingon the prairie, but rough fescue, as others have talked about
in this House, has some significance thet | think should be men-
tioned if we'regoing to tak about grassesin the Legislature. It has
high nutritional value. It has the ability to sustain that nutritional
value during the winter and has remained the most important forage
on the prairies and in the parkland. Rough fescue has the almost
unique ability because of its deep, deep roots to survive in that
notorious Palliser Triangle that | talked about. It survivesin many
other parts of the province, but it does particularly well inthe dryer
areasin southeastern Albertabecause it hassuch deep roots. Infact,
in preparing my notes for this afternoon, | wasreading that in many
casestherough fescue root system is actually more extensive below
the ground than what you would see above the ground.

Mr. Speaker, | wasjust getting started, and unfortunately I’ ve run
out of time, so | will resume my seat and encourage dl members to
support this important legislation.
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The Speaker: The hon. Member for Spruce Grove-Sturgeon-St.
Albert.

Mr. Horner: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. It is my pleasure to rise
today and speak in third reading to Bill 201, theEmblems of Alberta
(Grass Emblem) Amendment Act, 2003, sponsored by the Member
for Highwood.

In Albertawe have many different emblems and official symbols,
everything from colours to rocks to fish, and | believe that making
rough fescuethe offidal grass of Albertaenhancesthe emblems we
aready have. Rough fescue is extremely important to the agricul -
tural growing processin the southern part of thisprovince, andit has
many different benefits and is a big reason why agriculture has
flourished herein Alberta.

Asthe Member for Redwater haspointed out aswell, therecan be
little doubt that rough fescue possesses a tremendous ability to hold
carbon and return nutrientsto the soil. The best carbon sinksin the
world are found on Alberta' s grasslands. The fescue takes CO, out
of the atmosphere and gtores the carbon in its root system, putting
carbon nutrientsinto the soil, which, inturn, benefit our agriculture.
Through millenniathe grasslands built the organic base and fertility
that the major bread baskets of the world, such as Alberta, enjoy
today. Thesoil that isso richfor growing here took many hundreds
of years to develop, and our agricultural base could arguably be
attributed in part to rough fescue.

When the pioneersarrivedin thisareaand felt theice and snow of
aprairie winter and the hot dry air of a prairie summer, they may
have thought of going back to wherever they camefrom, wherethere
weren't quite the weather extremes as here, but as they began to
cultivate the land and grow crops they found that this land was
among the best places to grow food anywhere. So the pioneers
stayed and braved the extreme prairie weather, and as agriculture
continued to grow so did the territory, and eventually the province
of Albertawas born. Astheyearswent by and studies were done on
theland, it wasdiscovered that the rough fescuewasthe main reason
for the nutrient-rich soil. Thisis not to say that rough fescueisthe
sole reason for the birth of our province, but it surely didn’'t hinder
the progress.

| think the most important point to take from this is that rough
fescue has played a significant albet uncredited role in thelives of
Albertans. Rough fescue is animportant part of Alberta and lends
itself to many qualities that Albertans themselves have. As the
Member for Medicine Hat was garting to get into, rough fescue has
an extremely large root system. The deep, fibrous roots tap into the
underlying soils, drawing nutrients and water while binding soil
particles, improving water penetration, and acting as a stabilizing
forcein watershed quality. The grass keeps surrounding soil moist
and healthy and provides stability for growing. The root system is
astabilizer. Thefescue could be over 100 years old and have aroot
systemthat goes deep into the earth, asystemthat stabilizestheland.

Thisisjust like an Albertan, Mr. Speaker. An Albertan has deep
roots in this province. These roots have been here sometimes for
morethan ahundredyears. Therootsof the Albertans stabilized the
province. Thestronger theroots, the stronger the province Justlike
therough fescue stabilizestheland, therough Albertan stabilizesthe
province. Thisiswhy | feel that we should make rough fescue an
official emblem of the province. The benefits and the symbolism
that arefound in thisgrass are much better than in any other grassin
Alberta, and sincethe fescueis soimportant to our land, it' stimewe
recognized that fact.

There are other benefits that rough fescue has, Mr. Speaker. As
I mentioned, the grassis extremdy good at removing CO, fromthe
atmosphere. Over the past couple of years there has been an

immense debate raging over the effects of CO, in our atmosphere.
Many argue tha carbon dioxideisthe cause of the Earth’ stempera-
turewarming up. Some argue that thereisfar too much CO, in our
atmosphere and that we must change our lifestylesin order to save
everything from our ice caps to our forests to our families. Rough
fescuehas been shown in anumber of studiestobe an excellent CO,
eliminator. Thisisbecausethose deeprootsof the fescue storemore
carbon than any other type of plant, therefore reducing the amount
in our atmogphere. We should consider palicies that include
growing rough fescue as a CO, reduction strategy. It could beone
way of getting rid of all that nasty CO..

Mr. Speaker, the benefits of the rough fescue areimmense. It is
an important part of our province, and | believe it may have an
important role to play in our future. Of course, morestudies should
be undertaken to show all the benefits tha rough fescue holds for
mankind, but if we can find away to use rough fescueto our benefit
infighting greenhousegases, we should pursueit. | think afirst step
would be to recognize rough fescue as the offidal grass of Alberta.
It's a smdl step but one that will be appreciated by Albertans.
Hopefully, once this government adopts rough fescue as Alberta’s
official grass, the benefits will be realized and its importance
recognized.

I urge al hon. membersto votein favour of Bill 201. Thank you,
Mr. Speaker.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Wainwright.

Mr. Griffiths: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. It is with great pleasure
that | rise in this Assembly today and speak in support of Bill 201,
the Emblemsof Alberta(Grass Emblem) Amendment Act, 2003. I'd
liketo commend theMLA for Highwood for bringing thislegislation
forward for discussion and debate. But | would like to add an
interesting perspective, that being that I’ m the youngest member in
this House, and I'd liketo speak abit on why this bill isimportant
to me.

Dr. Taylor: Do you even know what rough fescue is?

Mr. Griffiths: | know what rough rescueis.

Mr. Speaker, being the younges person in this House, | have a
great fascination with the history of this province. We have avery
proud history, a very distingui shed history, and | often sat reading
books about the history of this province and imagined the settlers
coming across the prairie and seeing the open plains and the wide
grasslands. . .

An Hon. Member: The rough fescue.

Mr. Griffiths: The rough fescue. That's exactly right.

. .. the open opportunity that was there and presented itself to the
entrepreneurs, to the young peoplewho travel ed thousands of miles
to start new lives. When you read the history of this province, it was
not formed and founded by just farmers. It was agriculture.
Primarily Albertawas founded by ranchers, peoplewho didn’t want
to break up the land, but they wanted to |eave the grass the way it
was, the rough fescue, and run cattle across those open prairies.
That’ s the history of this province, Mr. Speaker. So rough fescue
symbolizes our past, a grong past that this province was built on
beforeoil and gaswasdiscovered, beforeany other investment came.

Rough fescue also symbolizes our future, however. As we tour
around this province and look & the wide open grasslands and the
opportunities that are there, we see tourism growing in ecotourism
and agritourism as people from around the world want to come to
Albertato not only see its great mountains but itsvast praries and
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open plains. Mr. Speaker, there are even some cultures around the
world where people who get off the bus and see those open plains
actually have panic attacks. They've never seen so much open
space. The first thing that they see is the blue sky and the rough
fescue, the grass that spreads across this province. So the rough
fescue symbolizes the tourism potential of this province.

An Hon. Member: It symbolizes panic.

Mr. Griffiths: No. It doesn’t symbolize panic. It symbolizes the
open, beautiful opportunitiesthat this province has afforded usfrom
the beginning of time.

Findly, it's a symbol of freedom because, once again, Mr.
Speaker, not only did our forefathers, our ancestorswho walked into
this province, see the open and wide opportunities and realize that
anything was possible, but we see that today. We see that as our
farmers struggle through drought, struggle through government
intervention sometimes, sruggle through alot of things, but rough
fescueisalwaysthere. It survivesdrought, keepsthecattlegoing. . .

4:00
An Hon. Member: My vision is blurring.

Mr. Griffiths: Don’t get too teared up.

Mr. Speaker, rough fescue symbolizes our history, the nobility of
our past, our failures and our successes, our tragedies and our
triumphs. It's a symbol of a strong past, and it's a symbol of a
strong future to come.

I would ask, Mr. Speaker, all membersof thisAssembly to support
thisbill. Thank you.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Highwood to close the debate.

Mr. Tannas: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. It'san emotional afternoon.
I’d like to now close third reading on Bill 201, but first | must
express my appreciaion to al the members who spoke at lengthin
support of naming rough fescue as Alberta s grass emblem.

| also wish to acknowl edge thework of our research assigants, in
particular Frank Ostlinger, and to pay tribute to Cheryl Bradley of
the Alberta Native Plant Council for her support, encouragement,
and assistance.

Finally, | wish to recognize the fine work of the Alberta Prairie
Conservation Forum, who made this bill possible.

Mr. Speaker, | would now ask all hon. members who feel 0
inclined to support rough fescue as our newest emblem and request
that the quegtion be now called on Bill 201.

The Speaker: Well, it certainly has been an emotiond past hour.
[Motion carried; Bill 201 read athird time]

head: Public Bills and Orders Other than
Government Bills and Orders

Committee of the Whole

[Mr. Tannasin the chair]
The Chair: |I'd like to call the Committee of the Wholeto order.

Bill 203
School (Compulsory Attendance) Amendment Act, 2003

The Chair: Arethere any comments, questions, or amendments to
be offered with respect to this bill?
The hon. Member for Little Bow.

Mr. McFarland: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. | am delighted today
to again havethe opportunity to makefurther comment at committee
stage on Bill 203, the School (Compul sory Attendance) Amendment
Act, 2003. Asl had indicated at aprevioustime, the bill speaks to
atopic that isand should be a top priority for this government and
amajor concern for citizens of Alberta, and that topic is educating
our youth and keeping our children in school.

Aswe moveinto thenew millennium, it will beintellectual capital
that will be the measuring stick for success. How well a country,
region, or province maintains high levelsof educaed individudsin
itslabour forcewill determineitsfuture coursein this new economy
and not necessarily how many resourcesit hasin the ground. Itis
well acknowledged within the private energy sector that our prov-
ince’ senergy basinsare mature, meaningthat they’ reherein Alberta
but they’ve reached the height of oil and natural gas supply, a
nonrenewabl e resource.

Oneresourcethat has not matured, Mr. Chairman, in aliteral and
figurative sense, is Alberta’s youth, our most prized asset. In light
of this, one should consider education to bea completely renewable
resource. Wein Alberta have moved wel beyond the past conven-
tional means of extracting value from theland. We must also strive
to improve the val ue and efficiency of our educati on system.

[Mr. Shariff in the chair]

Theintroduction of Bill 203 will hopefully continue this process
of streamlining and improving that system. Theramificationsof this
typeof legislation will run deep, Mr. Chairman, and for many years
to follow. It'sreasonable to believe that a parent who has and was
encouraged to finish high school and perhaps even continued on to
postsecondary trainingwill in turnencouragetheir childrento dothe
samething. Thismultiplier effect, if youwill, createsan exponential
increase in educated individuals in generations to come. We have
slowly evolved in thisdirection, and we must continue on thispath.

Oneof theareasthat has beenidentified asaproblem areaisthose
who are brought up in an environment where education is not
emphasized. Mr. Chairman, | would like to take this opportunity to
relay some of my own experiences on the subject and maybe
enlighten those in this Assembly on real-life tragedies involving
individuals who struggle to survive in this world without the
necessary skills of abasic education.

A few weeks ago, jug after the introduction of Bill 203 in this
Assembly, | had the opportunity to meet and talk with a man who
had a very interesting story about life and education. He described
to me in heartwrenching detail what lifewas like for him, a man of
limited education. This fellow approached me after he found out
that | was sponsoring the bill seeking to increase the mandatory age
of school attendance. He had been living in an environment where
education was not the top priority for him or of any of the young
acquaintances in his area. He worked mainly as a farm labourer,
putting in long hours doing heavy manual work such as roguing
fields, feeding livestock, or fixing the fence.

Life was not full of much leisure, Mr. Chairman, but he was
learning the value of hard work and developing a solid work ethic.
While these are very noble and in many ways diminishing traits
among our younger generation today, there was one very important
aspect of his upbringing that was lacking: aformal education.

At the tender age of 14 years old he decided that hewas going to
strike out on hisown, test the watersoutside the drcle he grew upiin,
and move avay to the city. Hefound ajob asamechanic for asmall
businessman here in Edmonton. Although only 14 he had worked
around machinery for quite some timeand had taught himself about
thetrade. Over the yearshe took on many different jobs involving
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mechanics. One employer agreed to pay himawage of $14 an hour.
Well, he thought that was a pretty hefty sum, especially since he'd
never redly earned any money of his own for the work that he had
done back home. He thought he had struck it rich, that life wasn’t
that hard. And why would he need an education anyway?

WEell, as he soon discovered, his lack of literacy proved to be a
very severe handicap. Hewasridiculed at work, taken advantage of
by his superiors, and left confused by the everyday responsibilities
we al might take for granted. He had no clue what a T-4 was, and
only after a warning from the tax department did he even discover
that he had amuch bigger problem. Whiledl along he had assumed
he had agreed to ajob that would pay him $14 an hour, he discov-
ered not too long after findly filing his tax return that his boss had
only been paying him $9 an hour. Because of hislack of education
he was convinced into believing that whatever people told him had
to betrue. Hewas unableto properly verify factsbecausehe did not
have the proper training, theknow-how, or the knowledge. He was
determined, though, and after a consultation at acareer counseling
school here in Edmonton, it was discovered that this man was
managing in the city at approximately a grade 3 level of education.

There are severa points in this man’ s tale where one wishes he
might be able to go back and do things differently, but as he so
adamantly stressed to me, he wished above all else that he could
have had the opportunity to finish his schooling and obtain hishigh
school diploma. The difference between this man’'s story and the
story of so many of our youth who |eave school before graduaion is
that they have the opportunity to get aformal education. Thisyoung
man was never afforded that luxury.

4:10

Mr. Chairman, | would like to switch gears just a bit and address
the purpose of the school board and to darify the enforcement
required under this Bill 203 amendment to the School Act by the
individual school boards. As has been stated, currently under
section 15(1) of the School Act attendance boards represent the
ultimateauthority in resolving truancy issues. Bill 203 proposesthat
suffident powers currently exist for school boards to effectively
enforceattendance, thereby making attendanceboardsredundant and
obsolete.

Attendance boards were established to provide an alternative to
the immediate use of the courts for enforcement of compulsory
attendance. It was argued that a judicial approach would be not as
effective or appropriate because it focused on sanctions rather than
remedies. Well, Mr. Chairman, a school board superintendent or
another individual designated by the school board has the power to
locate atruant student during school hours, send the student home,
and employjudicial backingif needed. Whenthe board believesthat
all reasonableeffortsto enforce the student’ s attendance havefailed,
the case can be brought to the attendance board.

As such, in its current form the School Act places only initial
enforcement of school attendance with the school boards. Subse-
guent attendance board involvement represents the ultimate author-
ity. Bill 203 proposes that sufficient powers currently exist for
school boards to be effectively able to enforce attendance. There-
fore, it's quite logical to surmise that atendance boards will only
confuse the respondbility for attendance enforcement by adding
another layer of bureaucracy to the problem.

Through this proposal of eliminating attendance boards, Bill 203
will make attendance enforcement more efficient. Truancy isalocal
problem and if given sufficient authority and responsibility can be
solved from a local perspective. As both my rural and urban
colleaguesherecan certainly attest to, this problem with noncomple-
tion of students from high school stretches from the inner cities to

the far-out reaches of prairie towns throughout Alberta. Mr.
Chairman, | only haveto look back at that man in my officewho did
not have the education to see him through hislife, alifethat frankly
took every bit of courage and perseverancejust to survive.

Although this bill, Mr. Chairman, may not be the total answer to
solving our high noncompletion rates herein Alberta, it certainly is
the correct first step. Although we cannot change the past, we can
surely make an impression on the future. | want to thank you and
urge all my colleaguesto support Bill 203.

The Deputy Chair: The hon. Member for Calgary-East.

Mr. Amery: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. It'sagreat pleasure for me
to rise and speak to Bill 203, the School (Compulsory Attendance)
Amendment Act, 2003. | would like to take this opportunity to
express my sincere thanks and gratitude to the hon. Member for
Little Bow for al the hard work that he has done in order to bring
forward such an important piece of legisation.

Mr. Chairman, over the past 10 yearsthis government has worked
extremely hard in providing the best possible education system that
our taxpayers money can buy. Currently our children and our
young people are provided with some of the best teaching facilities
and techniquesin Canada, and they are taught by some of the most
committed and dedicated members of our province's communities.
Albertd s high schools and postsecondary ingitutions, such as the
University of Albertaand the University of Calgary, are renowned
worldwide for their teaching excdlence. As a result, our young
peoplehave continued to enjoy great successintheir endeavoursand
are currently considered to be some of the most educated and
brightest in the world. This noble feat wasaccomplished by giving
Albertd's youth the opportunity to take advantage of al of the
componentsof our superior education system. Thissystem hastime
and time again continued to equip them with what is possibly the
most important tool one can learn in life: the ability to think
criticaly.

By having the opportunity to acquire this ability, Mr. Chairman,
future generations of Albertans will be prepared to face all of the
challenges and obstacles that come their way. By giving our
children the opportunity to think, we have also not only ensured that
they will lead our province and our country into a bright and
prosperousfuture; we have giventhemthe chanceto guide theworld
into aglobal society whichwould promotetoleranceand democracy.

Asgood asit may be, Mr. Chairman, our educational system does
have a few faults which must be corrected. Asmy colleagues have
mentioned before, section 13(1)(c) of the School Act currently
stipulates that Alberta students can drop out of school once they
reach the age of 16. Furthermore, section 13(5)(e) stipulates that
certain students can be excused fromattending school dueto various
factorsincluding social or religious beliefs.

An Hon. Member: How about laziness?

Mr. Amery: That too.

| believe, Mr. Chairman, that in their current form these two
clauses of section 13 impedeour youth’ sability to take advantageof
al the wonderful opportunities that our education system has to
offer. Allowing Alberta’s youth to opt out of school at age 16 or
givingtheir parentsthe right to takethem out of school for whatever
social or religious reason compromises their future success. At age
16 Alberta students are in no position to face the modern world.
Many of them are not maure enough to make someof life' s biggest
decisions, et alonethe decision to leave school. At age 16itistheir
teachers who are in the perfect position to provide them with the
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necessay knowledge and the understanding of what it takes to
succeed in present-day Alberta and the modern world.

Theworld in which wefind ourselves today demands an educated
workforce, a workforce tha can think, take initiative, and find
innovative new solutions to the problems that we face, aworkforce
that isaware of andiswilling to take advantage of the opportunities
that are available to them. Mr. Chairman, the days when a person
can drop out of school at the age of 16 and still have abright future
are gone. As we dl know, ahigh school diploma today does not
hold the same value that it held 20 years ago. Increasngly, our
present-day economy demandsthat our youth pursue a postsecond-
ary education before they can acquire decent jobs.

Mr. Chairman, studies conducted across Canada and the United
States over the past decade have continued to show that students
who drop out of school at the age of 16 face not only an uncertain
academic futurebut arelikely to turn to crime in order to makeends
meet. According to one study conducted in the state of Nebraska, a
common trait among 82 percent of the prison population was that
they were all high school dropouts The same study showed tha if
all of the high school dropouts had actually graduated, the state
would be spending $130 million less in socia programs and that
35,000 fewer Nebraskans would be receiving public assistance. A
study conducted in Canada showed that the annual dropout rate
among high school sudents in our country was 18 percent, which
costs the federal government gpproximately $2 billion. In our
province, according to a study conducted in 2001 by Alberta
Learning, closeto aquarter of our youth dropped out of high school
before completion.

Mr. Chairman, | believe that we can do better than this. This
provinceiscapable of producing far better numbers. However, if we
are prepared to do this, we have to take appropriate steps which
would help minimize the terribledropout rate that we are experienc-
ing today. One sure way of accomplishing this task is for this
Assembly to pass Bill 203 and amend the School Act, which
presently permits studentsto drop out of school once they reach the
age of 16. By amending section 13(1)(c), Bill 203 will extend that
age to 17, which will bring the mgority of high school gudents
within one year of completing ther secondary education. | believe
that this one extra year will give our youth the time to mature and
consider all of theopportunities and possibilitiesthat education will
open up for them. It will givethem the necessary time to realize that
by not completing at least their high school diploma, they may not
only be shortchanging the chance to further their studies, but they
may be shortchanging their goals and dreamsin life.

4:20

Mr. Chairman, apart from increasing the mandatory attendance
age from 16 to 17, Bill 203 also servesto amend section 13(5)(e) of
the School Act, which permits our young people to be excused from
attending school due to various family, social, or religious beliefs.
Bill 203 will hdp alleviate this problem by repealing section
13(5)(e), and thisbill will in turm allow theschool boardsto enforce
the attendance rules and regulations on a consistent and fair basis.
This means that the school boards will gill permit students to be
excused from attending classes due to particular holidays, sickness,
suspensions, or expulsions but they would not permit parents to
neglect their children by not alowing them to pursue a proper
education.

Mr. Chairman, our youth are the future of this province. Among
them are the potential leaders of our province, our country, and our
world. If wearegoing to entrust them with thi s momentoustask, we
had better make sure that all of them have the opportunity to receive
the best possible education that we can provide. With thisin mind,

I urge al of my colleagues to support our youth by voting in favour
of Bill 203.
Thank you.

The Deputy Chair: The hon. Member for Airdrie-Rocky View.

Ms Haley: Thank you so much, Mr. Chairman. Thank you very
much for the opportunity to speak to Bill 203, the School (Compul-
sory Attendance) Amendment Act, 2003. With respect—and | mean
that sincerely — for my colleague for Little Bow, | must rise and
speak against thisbill today. 1'm always sorry to speak against his
billsas| knowthat he bringsthemforward with nothing but the very
best of intentions, and besides that, he’s a very good friend. | feel
very strongly on the opposite side of thisissue, and I'd like to share
with you the reasons why I’ m not supporting Bill 203.

At the outset | would like to say that in spirit | stand al ongside my
colleagues in the Assembly who do support this bill. Asaparent |
am proud to say that both my sons have completed high school and
have attained some postsecondary education. My son Jeff has a
political science degree from the University of Cagary, and my son
Jason is currently in a golf management program. | know that
education has opened many doors for them and will continue to do
so throughout their entire lives However, the reason behind their
educational success was not legislaion that made them stay in
school. It was their willingness to be in school as well as ther
willingnessto learn and family encouragement. Like everyone else
inthis Assembly | realizethat staying in school increasesastudent’s
likelihood of prosperity and that lifd onglearning will infact become
the norm for them, not the unusual.

Like all of my colleagues, | am acutely aware of the fact that the
more educated a popul ation becomes, the better aprovinceor astate
government would do. Simply put, the smarter we are, the brighter
our future for everyone, for students as well as the sodiety. But |
believe that a strong education system worksbest when it is serving
the needs of the ready and the willing students. We are not a
successul province because we haveforced gudentsto be educated.
We aresuccessul because wehave given peopleoptionsfor various
courses of learning, and they have chosen the ones that are the best
suited to their interests and their goals. Aswell, | also believe that
in many casesforcingastudent to remain in high school for an extra
year, from the age of 16 to 17, will not necessarily accomplish
anything. Y oung Albertans who want to get a high school diploma
after the age of 17 will in fact get a high school diploma, and those
whodo not simplywill drop out. Sometimeswhenwe are struggling
with something, we need to be able to step back fromit, and many
of those who do drop out eventually come back to learning, some
through distance learning or Bow Valley College or avirtual school
like we have a the Rocky View Virtual School in my area. Mr.
Chairman, not all students wish to be inside a classroom, and some
function better at home.

Furthermore, | think the bill skirts around the more important
issue, which isthat everyone would like to see all children finish
high school, andif that’ sthe case, then thebill should come right out
and say it. If we measure success by whether or not gudents
graduatefrom high school, then shouldn’t we legid ate that students
must graduate from high school? Wouldn't that get uscloser to the
point? Related to thisisthe fact that in order to increase the chances
of becoming economically successful, a young person today will
almost certainly require some postsecondary education, and given
that this bill ispremised upon success, arewe going to start forcing
young Albertansto take postsecondary education whether they want
toor not? That isn't our job, Mr. Chairman. These are decisionsto
be made by every Albertan as an individual and their families, not
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their government. All we can do as a government is to try and
provide the tools.

Secondly, Mr. Chairman, thisbill speaks indirectly to the purpose
of schools in this province. Are Alberta schools to be forced to
provide a service to near-adult individuals who do not want to be
there? Can you imaginethe disrupti ve effect on some classroomsiif
that becomesthe case? Asall members hereknow, Alberta students
consistently rank amongst the best in the world on standardized
testing. Thisisthe testimony to our education system, the one that
we do have, one that stresses education above all else. Our schools
aretruly placesto learn, not to coast. | believe that forcing someone
to be in a school system against their will is bound to increase the
number of problemsin that system. Thiswill hamper the ability of
al studentsto learn, and if these students are not there to learn, then
why are we trying to force them to be there?

Asmy third and final point, Mr. Chairman, | would like to state
that during my 10 years asan MLA for Airdrie-Rocky View and,
prior to that, Three Hills-Airdrie, not one parent, not one school
board official, not one student, not one teacher has come to mewith
a request or a suggestion to increase the age limit for staying in
school. | have over 50,000 peopl ein my congtituency, and none of
them has ever asked me to do this. My larger point is that people
learn best in places and in settings where they actually want to be.
Possibly we ought to have the humility to realize that in the case of
some of our older teenagers, school sometimesis not that place, at
least not at that timein their lives.

This hill is based upon good sentiment and a noble goal, the
education of all Albertans. However, due to the fact that the School
(Compulsory Attendance) Amendment Act, 2003, attempts to keep
peoplein aplace where they clearly do not want to be, it will not be
effectivein ensuringthat moreAlbertans graduate with ahigh school
diploma, and that iswhy | will not be supporting Bill 203.

Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman, once agan for the opportu-
nity to be able to speak and put my point of view on the record.

The Deputy Chair: The hon. Member for Olds-Didsbury-Three
Hills.

Mr. Marz: Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman. It'sapleasurefor
me to rise today and spesk in support of Bill 203, the School
(Compulsory Attendance) Amendment Act, 2003. Bill 203 is an
important piece of legislaion, becausel believethat young Albertans
need to be encouraged to finish high school. This will lay the
foundation for their future in an increasingly competitive and
demanding gl obal economy.

Raising the mandatory age from 16 to 17 will bring young
Albertans one year closer to graduation, which has become a basic
necessity in today’s world. A highly educated labour force that
possesses the knowledge and skills needed for innovation and
productivity growth and onethat isflexible and adaptablein the face
of ongoing changeisacornerstoneof successfor societieslivingand
working in today’s knowledge-based, globalized environment.

Mr. Chairman, in my opinion there are two important aspectsin
raising the mandatory school attendance agefrom 16 to 17. First,
there are the individual or human benefits to achieving more
education. Second, there are the societal and economic spillover
effects of having a better educated province. A March 2001 study
called Literacy, Numeracy, and L abour Market Outcomesin Canada
discovered that each additional year of education raises annual
earnings by about 8.3 percent. This statistic is astounding. In
another study done by Statistics Canada there was a clear linkage
between higher levels of education and higher rates of employment
and lower rates of unemployment. With evidence like this, which

directly links education leves and income, Bill 203 should be seen
as an investment plan for Alberta’ s future generations.

| do not believe, Mr. Chairman, that everyone is made for
university education, but | do believethat everyonehasatalent. To
pursue this talent, training is needed, whether it be trade school or
graphic design school, and while not alot of these programs reguire
a high school diploma, they mog certainly demand specific higher
levels of high school courses Extending the mandatory age to 17
will give students thinking of dropping out at 16 an opportunity to
achieve these specific courses so that they have a chance to realize
their full potential.

Mr. Chairman, the badc issue that Bill 203 is addressing is that
our society along with our economy has changed over the genera-
tions. Today almost any job that pays enough for an independent
lifestyle requires some postsecondary education, training. Trades-
men need high school courses to get into apprenticeship programs,
as do office management sudents. As you can see, there are very
few professons|eft that are open to young adultswithout some kind
of postsecondary training. Thisiswhy Bill 203 is so timely in our
province's history.

4:30

Global economic fluctuations typically have a large impact on
youth employment. Businessleadersand social analystsbelievethat
to succeed, Alberta’s young people need to be adaptable and
innovativeand to havesophisticated communi cation and technol ogi-
cal skills. Albertans who have not finished high school are disad-
vantaged when it comestojob security. When theeconomy takesa
downward spiral, employeeswith low levelsof education are more
susceptibleto losing their jobs. This stress places more burden on
government social and economicprograms. A report by the National
Center for Educetion Statistics in the United States found that high
school dropouts were three times more likely to receive public
assistance than high school graduates who did not go to college.
Once again, raising the mandatory attendanceto 17 should be seen
as an investment in the province' s economy and its future.

One statistic published in a study cdled Youth in Transition
Survey brought to my attention the cyclical effects that lower levels
of education have on our sodety. The study found that high school
graduates were more likely to have parents who had completed a
postsecondary diploma or university degree, and the proportion of
high school dropoutswho had parents who had not completed high
school were three times that of graduates. Mr. Chairman, this
statistic makes it painfully obvious that high school dropout levels
do not only affect the individua and his or her economic future, but
they also affect thefuture of their children. The same study, which
surveyed 22,000 Canadianyouths between 18 and 20 years of agein
the year 2000, found more evidence that thejobless rae was highest
for high school dropouts with no postsecondary education.

There's some good news when discussing high school dropout
rates among 20 year olds in Alberta over the past decade. In 1991
the dropout rate amongst 20 year olds was 14 percent, and in 1999
it waslowered to 12.5 percent. However, this still means that over
one in 10 high school students are dropping out, and this is unac-
ceptable. Another finding in the Youth in Transition Survey was
that three-quarters of those who had dropped out later expressed
regret over their decision. On apersond level, Mr. Chairman, in al
my years |’ ve not met one person who told me that they wished to
have less education.

It should be noted that dropouts have a very difficult time re-
entering the education system. The support network of the familyis
usually not there to provide financial and moral support for young
Albertans looking to go back to school. Many in this segment of
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society are living outside the home and are financial ly unable to go
back to school. | can only imagine how difficult adecision itisfor
young people, once they’re out of the home, to go back to their
parentsand say that they would like to be supported again to go back
to school. Therefore, it's very important to pass this bill so that
young Albertans areforced to attend school while they do have that
support of their families. We have an opportunity to reduce the
amount of regret and disgppointment in the lives of these young
Albertans. Raisingthe mandatory agefrom 16 to 17 will bring these
disenchanted youth one year closer to graduation. After spending
thisextrayear in school, perhapsthey will seethe light at the end of
the tunnel and go on and finish high school. Bill 203 is an extra
push for Alberta’s youth who for whatever reason are disengaged
from the education system.

Building the requisite human capital for skills and knowledge
beginswith agrong educational foundation. Thecompletion of high
school iswidely recognized in Canada and in other countries asthe
minimum education requirement. However, the labour market
demand for skills and knowledge suggests tha postsecondary
educationisfas becoming the new educational standard. Certainly,
those youths who fail to complete high school will have particular
problems integrating into the new economic society. Raising the
mandatory age from 16 to 17 should be seen as an economic
investment for this great province. It certainly isfor theindividual.
Theevidenceis clear and blunt: education and income capacity are
directly linked.

Some people arewary of thishill because of the cods attached to
raising the mandatory age. However, the approximately $43 million
that it would cost this government to keep young Albertansin school
for an extrayear is a small price to pay. Thelong-term economic
benefits far outweigh the short-term costs.

Mr. Chairman, people have raised the question of how this bill
wouldbeenforced. Well, Bill 203, by eliminating attendance boards,
would placefull and clear responsibility for attendanceenforcement
with school boards. It’smy belief that people generally tend to obey
the law, and by raigng the mandatory age to 17, the mind-set of
young Albertans would be changed, and 17 would become the new,
accepted mandatory age. With moreof the population having higher
education, stresses on government services will decline increasing
the amount of money available for the province to reinvest in
education and remain competitive in an increasingly demanding
globa economy.

Because Bill 203 makes plain economic sense for this province,
| urge al my colleagues here to support this innovative piece of
legislation and thank the Member for Little Bow for bringing it
forward.

Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

The Deputy Chair: The hon. Member for Edmonton-Norwood.

Mr. Masyk: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. It's my pleasure to speak
on behalf of Bill 203. | believeit’stheright step for our education
system, and | believe that our province will recave some benefit
from this small but not insignificant changeto the School Act. I'd
like to speak on section 2 of Bill 203 with special reference to the
constituency | represent, Edmonton-Norwood. 1'd also like to pay
special attention to the comments made in second reading debate by
themembersfor Vermilion-Lloydminster and Edmonton-Rutherford.
Whilethese two membersfound themselves on opposite sides of the
debate, | believe they both made important comments regarding the
larger aims of our educaion sysem that we ought to look at more
closdy.

The Member for Edmonton-Rutherford talked about the impor-

tance of getting students ready for a different sort of economy that
we would enter. In this new economy knowledge becomes an
important tool, espedally when we consider the ecialization of
every sort of jobthat isout there aswell asthe expl osion of technical
achievementsthat we' ve seen over the past 20 yearsor 0. Itisn't
just a particular segment of our economy and particular careers that
are subject to this change.

| think back to the’70s and ' 80s when, if you wanted to become
amechanic, you just helped your dad or went down the greet to the
local gas station or service garage; hopefully, the guy took you in,
saw what you could do, and hired you. Nowadays, however, that
doesn’t happen. When you go walking into amechanic’ sgarage, it
doesn’t look like a service gation did back then. One of thethings
you nhotice isacomputer and diagnostic machines. Then you might
see awrench or atool set. But if you want to be a mechanic or if
you want to operate these machines, you have to know how to read
and how to determine and interpret their outputs so you can makethe
right decisions. You also have to know what the machineis giving
you so you know how to fix the problem. Inorder to do all this, you
have to finish high school, and then you have to take one or two
yearsof techschool or community college. All thisshowstha while
the essence of being a good mechanic aways involves getting your
hands dirty tofix a car, the mode by which mechanics operate has
been radically dtered.

A larger point is the knowledge tha the economy is touching
every career in sight, and our students have to be ready for that
change, Mr. Chairman. The Member for Vermilion-Lloydminster
made an interesting comment on this point. He suggested that
perhapsour focusought to beinlooking at thewhol e schoal system.
Perhaps as MLASs we ought to be asking ourselves the greater
question of how our schools should be preparing students for the
economy that we're facing.

Finally, the member suggesed that we should belookingat al the
other sortsof classeswe re offering in our schoolsto ensure that we
offer avariety of coursesthat teach students awhole roger of ills
that may be used by them. Thisisapoint that ought to be taken by
every member, by the province’ s learning commission. | know that
Albertd slarger centres’ apprenticeship programs are helping many
studentswho have thought about dropping out or staying in school,
and they may give it another shot. Aswell, the school system here
in Edmonton is the one that caters to different reasons for kids that
arein school. Of particular persona interest to me, Mr. Chairman,
is Edmonton-Norwood, but thisisn’t the casefor all the other areas
of the province. Thereare thosewhereinitiatives and incentives to
stay in school are not for all the kids without an aptitude for quote,
unquote, learning from books. Aswell, aside from looking at the
environment insidethe school s, we ve got tol ook at theenvironment
outside our schools. We can’t consider our schools in a vacuum.
Rather, we've got to see our schools as connected to the larger
community they serve.

4:40

In this light, Mr. Chairman, | would like to talk a bit about
Edmonton-Norwood and say that for many students in my constitu-
ency a school is the best place they can be. | know that many kids
in Edmonton-Norwood havebig dreams, big plans, and | know that
their parents like any other parents across the province have the
highest hopes for the future success of their kids. However,
Edmonton-Norwood has many challenges. There are pocketsin the
congtituency of different levelsof crime. It’sonthe news: on 118th,
the prostitution; the break and enters. Theseare coming fromyoung
kids. You tak to the beat police, andthey’ll tell you that the youth
are getting more and more wise about the law, what they can and
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can't get away with. If it keepsthem in school for oneyear, thereis
alikelihood that they might change their course or their pattern of
thinking. One of my principals had told methat sometimesone year
makesadrastic change in their attitude, from being ayoung, foolish
child to becoming a young adult, and with that comes a different
outlook on life.

It'ssad in some areas of the inner city where a hot lunch program
means learning. Does that reflect on the parents' ability to be a
parent, or does that reflect on just the neediness of a community?
You look at some of the kids that vandalize the school and are in
lower grades. You know, wha would possess them to do such
things? If they could stay in school one more year, | think we could
probably curb alot of thosethings. And that’sinjust one areaof the
city. What if it made a difference? What if one year made a
significant difference? You know, it’ s definitdy not going to hurt,
and | think we have a perfect opportunity here, being MLAs and
receiving money from the taxpayers, to make a contribution in this
segment of our jobs.

| would ask the members of the Assembly to really have a good
look at section 2 of Bill 203. | would ask themto really think of the
unfortunate kids who might, if they would stay in school one more
year, not go on the street, who would not have to take a lesser job,
who would have their horizons broadened. Mr. Chairman, | think
we owe that to young people. | think we owe that to less-than-
fortunate people and young kids that wouldn't otherwise have a
chance. It's only one year, and | would encourage everybody to
have a deeper look & it.

Thank you so much.

The Deputy Chair: The hon. Member for Edmonton-Strathcona.

Dr. Pannu: Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman. 1'd like to take
thisopportunity to make afew observationson Bill 203 whileweare
studying it in committee the bill with thetitle of School (Compul-
sory Attendance) Amendment Act, 2003. Thebill obviously callson
the Assembly to amend the compulsory attendance portion of the
School Act so that high school studentswould berequired to ay in
school ayear longer than they presently do.

I've been listening to the debate with considerable interest, as1’m
surehigh school gudentsthemsel ves, teachers, school boards, parent
organizations, and the government itself are looking at this bill.
There are some good assumptions on which this extension in
compulsory attendance that’s sought by way of this bill is based.
Those assumptions are about the fact that an additiona year of
staying in school will improvehigh school completion rates, would
assist young Albertans to take more serioudy their commitment to
complete high school. So that’s a laudable assumption. That's a
very good starting point.

In this day and age high school completion isaminimum. You
know, you have to go beyond that to be able to survive and succeed
inthework world that we find ourselvesin given the complexity and
the high-tech nature of the economy that we live in and the rapid
changes that are required in learning our skills so many times over
during a career, the fact that most Albertans and Canadiansdo have
to in fact retool themselves every five, ten years given the rapid
changes in the work world and the changing requirements of skills
accompanying this technological change as well as changein the
structure of occupations and job ills required. So the more
education one has, the better itis. In that sense | congratul ate the
member for bringing thishill forward so that we can look at thisone
element that might help improve high school completion rates for
our young people.

At this stage I'm simply looking as someone who's interested in

having some questions that come to mind addressed. The compul-
sory attendancewill obviously have ramificationsfor school boards,
schooals, school superintendents, teachers, parents, and perhapsother
groups. All of these stakeholders are, I'm sure, watching and
listening, and what | would hopewill happen inturnisthat we have
their input in some systematic way with respect to how they
approach this extension of thecompul sory attendance from 16 to 17
years, thisincrease in the number of years that we require by law of
our students to attend.

So | wonder if the hon. member, the sponsor of the bill, has some
information on whether or not school boards have been consulted,
and, if so, have all of them been consulted? Hasthe Alberta School
Boards Association perhaps been a partner in the development of
this bill? The same pertains to, of course, the Alberta Teachers
Associaion as Alberta Teachers' Association represents all those
high school teachers who are doing a wonderful job of helping our
students who'll be affected by this extension. If 0, what position
has ATA taken on it? What input did the hon. member have from
the ATA on the devel opment of this bill?
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Similarly, school superintendents and their associationis another
stakeholder that comesto mind. Certainly, I'll find it most instruc-
tive and reasauring to know that we have heard from them. The hon.
member responsiblefor thebill will, I’ m sure, havethat information,
and he'll share it with me and with the members of this House.

There are many parent associations, parent advocacy groups who
arevitally interested in making our schools more successul, more
effective in hdping young people of Albertato do better in school,
to stay longer in school, to complete high school at a higher
percentage of the student body. So what’s their position? Any
consultationthat hastaken placewith parent advocacy groupswould
be another question that | would have that | hope the hon. member
would have some answersfor.

High school completion rates are al'so one of the many quegions
that arereceiving extensive and detailed and expert atention from
the learning commission. Since the terms of reference of the
learning commission include specifically this particular item — that
is, how we can improve the rate of completion of Alberta students
through high school — I wonder if it wouldn’t be, in fact, wisefor us
to hear from the learning commission. |I’'m sure everyone perhaps
agrees that if we are to improve the high school completion rates,
more than one measure will have to be taken, more than one change
may need to be made. It's the interactive effect of those multiple
changes that we may make as a result of the deliberations and
recommendationsof thelearni ng commission that are likely effective
in not only identifying increasing high school completion rates as
our goal but in achieving that goal in order to be sure that the
measures that we take will have a desired impact. Might it not be
wise for us to wait, therefore, for a comprehensive look that the
learning commission has been busy taking on the issue of how to
improve these completion rates?

With those remarks, Mr. Chairman, I'll take my seat. Thank you.

The Deputy Chair: The hon. Member for Edmonton-Meadowlark.

Mr. Maskell: Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman. It ismy great
pleasureto risetoday insupport of Bill 203, the School (Compul sory
Attendance) Amendment Act, 2003. I'm very pleased to beable to
join the debate on Bill 203, and I'd like to commend the hon.
Member for Little Bow for bringing forth thisinitiative.

You know, initially | wasn’t sure whether or not | could support
thisbill and in fact shared many of the views of the hon. Member for
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Airdrie-Rocky View. Then the faces of students past appeared
before me and all of those students who said to me, “Mr. Maskell,
why didn’t you make me stay in school?’ | know this business of
legislating students to gay in school isachdlenge and isadifficult
one.

| need to share a little story with you. In my first year as an
assistant principal onemorningat about, oh, 9:30, 10 in the morning
afather and a brother came to my door at the school and wanted to
speak with me, and they told me: you know, my son waskilled this
morning in a motorcycle accident on the James McDonald Bridge,
and we're hereto clear out hislocker and finish hisschool time. So
| went to our records — and thank goodness he wasn’t one of my
students—and we discovered that hewasn’t registered at school. He
had dropped out some time ago, quite along time beforethat. But
thisyoung man wasgetting up every morningwith hislunch and his
books and getting on hismotorcycle, leaving the house, and heading
off to school. The parentsbelieved for all those months— and this
wasin the early spring of that school year —that their son was going
to school every day.

I'll never forget the ook on the father’s facewhen he said to me:
Mr. Maskell, | can never tell his mother about this, because she just
couldn’t handlethefact that hewasliving thisfalselifefor al of that
time. Nobody from the school had ever | et the parents know that this
youngster was not attending school. Nobody had phoned and
nobody had checked. We were supposed to be sending out
attendance records and all of this kind of thing, and it hadn’'t
happened at dl.

| made avow from that day forward and for the rest of my career
that | would work very hard at keeping students in school. So any
strategy that we can come up with that will help students stay in
school isimportant, and | beieve tha if thisis another way that we
can retain afew more students in school, it' sworth all of the effort.

Mr. Chairman, the purpose of this bill is rather simple and
straightforward: it' sameansby which we would ensure that more of
our children stay in school and, | hope, graduate. You know,
according to a recent study by Alberta Learning 72 percent of
Alberta students graduate from high school, and, members of this
Legislature, that’ snot good enough. Wehave toimprove that result.
Wehavetoincreasethat. It's got to be at least 80 percent or more.
We can't be satisfied with 72 percent of our students graduating. In
fact, although we have wonderful resultsin this province, thisresult
isn’t our finest.

Since July 1, 1999, New Brunswick istheonly provincewherethe
minimum mandatory school ageis 18 years of age, and prior to that
date it was 16 in that province just like it isthroughout the rest of
our country. To my way of thinking our colleaguesin New Bruns-
wick should be commended for passing the amendment to raise the
mandatory minimum school age there.

So, Mr. Chairman, it was recognized long ago that all children
should have accessto education, beit in apublic or aprivate setting.
It seemsfair to assumethat by making schoolsuniversdly accessible
to al children in Canada, the implied message is that going to
school, that getting an education, is important. That our own
provincial Ministry of Learning sharesthisbelief ismadeclearinits
2001 report, Removing Barriersto High School Completion. At the
very beginning it is explicitly stated that

Alberta Learning is committed to ensuring Albertans have the
knowledge and skillsthey need to be successful and tolearn quickly
and flexibly throughout their lives. This process begins at an early
age and reaches a key miletone when students complete high
school and begin their adult livesby moving on tofurther education
or employment. Assuch, theability of every student to successfully
complete high school is fundamental to continued success and
quality of life.

Mr. Chairman, asthe ministry’ sown report considers completing

high school akey milestoneand statesunequivocally that completing
high school is fundamentd to continued success and quality of life,
| was aurprised to learn that the ministry opposes Bill 203. Why?
Has the importance of completing high school ceased to be of
fundamental importance? | do not believe that to be the case, and
here’ swhy: look around and see what’ sdriving our econonmy. To be
sure, our province hasahighly resource-driven economy, but it does
not exist in avacuum. We cannot, nor should we, rdy exclusively
on what our resources can bring us. As much as any other jurisdic-
tion Alberta also needs to have a qualified workforce in today' s
burgeoninginformation and knowledge-based industries. Indeed,in
today’s competitive economy advanced technology skills and
competence dominate. Completing high school is more than akey
milestone in an individual’s educational process; it has in many
cases al so become the minimum level of education needed to have
an opportunity to competein thelabour market, obtain an entry-level
job, and to secure a basic standard of living. Much moreeducation
and training is required for decent jobs, incomes, and life chances.
Anything less than the minimum may restrict you to long hours,
tedious jobs with little opportunity for advancement, and a low
quality of life.

5:00

Mr. Chairman, we talk alot about making sure that our children
do not get saddled with debts incurred long before they reach
adulthood. This concern has been and remains a key factor in this
government’ s vow to pay off Alberta’s provincia debt, and rightly
so. Another issue of great concern isthat we do what we can to
make surefuturegenerationsare not restricted in their opportunities.
It'sour duty aslegidlators, as students and as parents and grandpar-
ents to make sure tha we do not place unnecessary hurdles to
prevent our children and our children’s children from being ableto
realize their goals, dreams, and ambitions.

A moment ago | sad that high school dropouts are at a disadvan-
tage in seeking meaningful employment. What they face are, if not
unemployment, long work hours and low income levels. As the
disadvantages they face accumulate, they will face increasing
difficulty furthering their education, training, or skill devel opment.
Thisto mereadslike arecipefor disaster. | want to make sure that
all of our children have opportunities to succeed. Bill 203 won't
ensure success on itsown, but it is a step in the right direction.

Another argument I’ ve heard against Bill 203 is that it could be
seen asinfringing on thefreedom of young adultsto choose when to
leave school. | must say that | find this to be one of the most
confounding and troubling arguments I’ ve heard in opposition to
Bill 203. | say this because when you think about it, there are alot
of things we don't let 16 year olds do and, | might add, with good
reason. For instance, we don't let 16 year olds purchase alcohol, and
in but afew weeksit will beillegal for anyone under 18 to buy and
smoke cigarettesin public places. There' smore. Those not yet 18
cannot purchase and register agun of any kind. Starting this year,
significant limitations have been placed on the circumstances and
manner in which 16 year olds are all owed to operatemotor vehicles.

The list, Mr. Chairman, goes on, but | think I’ ve made my point.
Wehave placed restrictions on certain kindsof activities, rights, and
dutiesfor certain agegroups. We' vedone so because we and those
who came before us felt it necessary in the ever present tug-of-war
between individual rights and social responsibilities that there be
some areasinwhich responsibility must take precedenceover rights.

Quitefrankly, | would also liketo add that | think there are many
issues about which 16 year olds cannot and should not make
decisionswhoseimpact may befelt throughout therest of their lives.
One such issue is whether or not they must attend school. Mr.
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Chairman, | think we need only recall our own adolescence and
teenage years to know that teenagers do not dways fully appreciae
the scope or impact of the decisions they make, & alone the
decisions others make. Adolescents are much more likely to give
greater consideration to what they like rather than what is good for
them. | redlizethisisagenerdization, but | think that with timewe
gain the maurity and experience necessary to make informed
decisionsthat aren’t guided soldy by what we enjoy doing but also
by what we have to do whether welikeit or not.

As children grow up and are expected to take on more and more
responsibility for their own lives and their decisions, they tend to
reaize. .. [Mr. Maskell' s speaking time expired] Well, I'm out of
time.

Mr. Chairman, | urgeall those in this Legislature to support this
bill. Thank you.

The Deputy Chair: The hon. Member for Calgary-Fort.

Mr. Cao: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Itisan honour for metojoin
the debate in the Committee of the Whole on Bill 203, the School
(Compulsory Attendance) Amendment Act, 2003, ponsored by the
hon. Member for Little Bow. | would like to address what the
drawbacks in section 2(a) may pose to Alberta high schools and
explain why these risks are worth the rewards.

Mr. Chairman, | accept the fact that there areissueswith Bill 203.
First of al, there’ sarisk of students simply riding out an extrayear.
Thereis an assumption that 16 year olds who don’'t want to be in
school are no different than the 17 year olds who miss their classes.
It may also be possible that these students may do more harm than
good to the atmosphere in a classroom. | think it's safeto say that
students who don’t care about their own education care even less
about the education of their classmates. Finaly, it may also be true
that the studentswho cause disruptionswill only cost money because
schools finance their programs based on the government’s per
student funding formula.

We must acknowledge that there may be drawbacks to this bill.
Increasing the mandatory age of atendance could be problematic,
but we should al so make sure that we do not ébandon those students
who may only need a stronger push to stay in school. | know from
firsthand experience theimportance of promoti ng educati onthrough
whatever means necessary. Mr. Chairman, | had the pleasure of
chairing the Athabasca Tribal Council’s school review committee.
| traveled to northern Albertaand heard about thesignificant barriers
tolearnersin northern Alberta. The committee heard about the need
for more parent involvement and morecollaboration between parents
and teachers to help improve the learning programs required for
students, but the most common concern among dl of theschoolsin
the region was the need to improve student attendance.

Now, one could argue that funding education in the far north is
expensive in the firg place. The schools are located far away from
any major centre, students are scattered throughout the region, and
facilities are in need of improvement. But it is not our place to
decide who qualifies for education funding. The goal of Alberta s
learning system is to educate all of Alberta’s youth regardiess of
where they live, their ethnic background, or thar current level of
education. The best way to address all of these issues was to ask
them what they wanted. What did the student want to achieve?
What doesthe school board want to achieve? Mr. Charman, these
same questions need to be answered by those students who have not
bought into the importance of basic education. This bill helps
families, schools, communitiesencouragestudentstostay in school.
Most Albertans realize the importance of education and work hard
to ensure that students reach their full potential.

Mr. Chairman, Bill 203 plays an important role in the push and
pull of education. Government, parents, schools, and society push
studentsto succeed and reach their goals. Studentsare pushedto go
to school and get their high school diploma. Studentsare pushed to
earn high marks and think seriously about postsecondary education.
Many students are pushed to be eager, disciplined, and hard-
working. Finally, students are pushed to balance life, work, and
school pressures. On the other side of this school spull studentsinto
classrooms by making education moreattractive. Studentsarepulled
into the world of work to attain indegpendence. Students are also
pulled into education with the thought of doors opening as aresult
of their commitment to education.

This Assembly heard members speak about the need to make
education more gppealing to gudents. | agree tha the Department
of Learning should always be on the lookout for new learning
strategies and programs. Updating and twesking the curriculum is
the best way to keep students’ interest, but there are others. There
areother factors such asprograms designed for specific students and
proper facilities that contributeagreat deal to hep attract and retain
studentswho havenot fully bought into theimportance of education.
L earningopportunitiesthat encourage meaningful employment such
as job shadowing and more connections to work would hep pull
students into the classroom.
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| believethat Bill 203 also reflects the importance society places
on education. The days of working awhole life with anything less
than a high school diploma are gone. Sure; there may be certain
professions that allow for a lower leve of education in place of a
good work ethic. There are many part-time jobsthat do not require
ahigh school diploma, but these jobsare hardly acareer. The career
opportunities available for adults without basic education are fewer
in number.

Theredity isthat teenagers are not in the best position to decide
their futures. Mr. Chairman, how can anyone know his or her full
potential at such ayoungage? Thisiswhy thelonger studentsspend
in school the better. Y oung people must ask themselves what they
want to do and where do they want to be. In other words, high
school students must decideand definetheir success. Increasing the
mandatory age of atendanceto 17 will help those students who do
not take their education seriously, but we al know it can be very
difficult to force ateenager to do something they may not want to do.
If these students spend an additional year in school and achieve
anything, no matter how small, then Bill 203 has served its purpose.

Another aspect Bill 203 will address is the attendance boards,
which many believe havefailed to servetheir purpose. Theseboards
weredesigned to be an alternative to the immediate use of the courts
to enforce compulsory attendance. It was thought that the court
approach was not effective or appropriatein al cases. It focused on
sanctions rather than remedies, and it did not try to get to the cause
of nonattendance However, the complex issues surrounding
nonattendance are addressed eader through the school boards. The
attendance boards are often viewed asacomplicated process. Rather
than urging students to stay in school, finding a resolution or
applying sanctions are two other duties of the attendance boards that
are a more effective result with the student, the school, and the
guardian. Again, attendanceboards only confusethe responsibility
for attendance enforcement.

Mr. Chairman, | would like to refer back to the meeting with the
Athabasca Tribal Council school review committee. Parents,
teachers, tribal membersdid not mention theroleor legitimacy of an
attendance board because they were not considered part of the
equation. My experience has proven to methat alocal problem can
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be best solved by alocal perspective. Let’sremember that urging
students to complete their educeation provides them with the
foundation of basic skills. These skills help prepare young people
in their journey in the world of work.

Mr. Chairman, | strongly support Bill 203, and | urgeall members
to vote for it. Thank you.
The Deputy Chair: Are you ready for the question? Bill 203,
School (Compulsory Attendance) Amendment Act, 2003. On the
clauses of the bill are you agreed?
Some Hon. Members: Agreed.
The Deputy Chair: Opposed?
Some Hon. Members: Opposed.
The Deputy Chair: Carried.

[Several membersrose cdling for adivision. Thedivision bell was
rung at 5:15 p.mJ]

[Ten minutes having elapsed, the committee divided)]
[Mr. Shariff in the chair]

For the motion:

Ady Horner McFarland
Cao Jablonski O'Nsill
Carlson L ukaszuk Renner
Del.ong Marz Strang
Dunford Maskell Taft

Evans Massey Taylor
Griffiths Masyk Zwozdesky
Herard McClelland

Againg the motion:

Broda Haley Ouellette

Cenaiko Jonson Snelgrove
Forsyth Knight Stelmach
Friedel Lougheed Stevens
Graham Melchin Tarchuk
Graydon Norris Vandermeer
Totds: For - 23 Againg - 18

[The clauses of Bill 203 agreed to]

[Title and preamble agreed to]

The Deputy Chair: Shall the bill be reported? Areyou agreed?
Hon. Members: Agreed.

The Deputy Chair: Opposed? Caried.

Mr. Zwozdesky: Mr. Chair, | would move that the committee now
rise and report.

[Motion carried]
[Mr. Shariff in the chair]

Mr. Lougheed: Mr. Speaker, the Committee of the Whole has had
under consideration and reports Bill 203.

The Acting Speaker: Does the Assembly concur in the report?
Hon. Members: Agreed.
The Acting Speaker: Opposed? Caried.

Hon. members, sinceit’s 5:30, the House stands adjourned until

8 p.m.

[The Assembly adjourned at 5:30 p.m.]



